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Editorial 


"It's  like  heaven  with  angels  and 
everything.  Friendship  is  divine  and 
there's  a lot  of  it  here." 


When  I asked  Jorge  Martinez  Garza,  a first- time  Yearly  Meeting  attender  from  Mexico 
City,  what  he  thought  of  IMYM,  he  replied  enthusiastically,  “It’s  like  heaven  with 
angels.”  I had  to  smile.  I know  the  feeling.  I have  felt  the  same  way  myself,  especially  when 
I first  went  to  the  annual  gathering  of  Friends  General  Conference  in  1984.  What  an  incred- 
ible experience  to  be  among  so  many  fascinating  and  caring  Friends,  with  such  a diversity  of 
talents  and  concerns,  and  such  a willingness  to  listen  and  to  share  at  a deep  level!  The 
thought  crossed  my  mind:  Is  this  heaven  or  what? 

I still  feel  like  purring  whenever  I come  to  a Yearly  Meeting  and  see  a Friend  whom  I have 
come  to  know  and  love,  or  meet  someone  new  who  turns  out  to  be  a kindred  spirit.  The  more 
often  I attend,  the  deeper  these  friendships  become.  We  laugh,  we  cry,  and  we  pray  together, 
and  it’s  like  a good  marriage:  it  gets  better  with  each  passing  year  (and  yes,  with  every  crisis 
overcome  through  the  power  of  understanding,  love  and  sheer  grace). 

When  a large  group  of  people  get  together,  problems  and  conflicts  naturally  arise  that 
need  to  be  worked  through,  issues  ranging  from  accountability  to  money  (always  a bugaboo 
among  frugal  Friends).  But  these  are  the  kinds  of  issues  that  have  to  be  worked  through  in 
any  family  or  any  living  situation.  In  such  encounters,  with  Divine  Assistance,  we  learn  how 
to  be  honest  with  each  other,  and  speak  truth  with  the  power  of  love. 

“Speaking  Truth  with  Power”  was  the  topic  addressed  by  Bruce  Birchard,  this  year’s 
keynote  speaker  at  IMYM.  After  doing  peace  and  justice  work  at  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  for  many  years,  he  now  serves  as  General  Secretary  of  Friends  General 
Conference.  Bruce  is  someone  I have  known  personally  ever  since  I started  attending 
Central  Philadelphia  Monthly  Meeting  in  1985.  He  is  in  every  sense  a true  Friend.  What  I 
admire  most  about  Bruce  is  his  genuineness  and  his  spirituality.  Before  giving  his  message  at 
IMYM,  he  asked  a group  of  us  to  sit  and  pray  with  him.  As  he  spoke  to  the  gathering,  we  held 
him  (and  everyone  else  present)  in  the  Light.  And  it  made  a profound  difference.  That’s  why 
our  cover  shot  shows  Bruce  not  alone,  but  surrounded  with  a group  of  smiling  Friends. 

Lest  all  this  talk  of  friendship  and  love  seem  maudlin,  let  me  say  that  the  love  I experi- 
ence at  Yearly  Meeting  is  not  just  warm  fuzzies,  but  empowering.  Friendship  and  love  are 
what  enable  me  to  look  unflinchingly  at  the  grim  realities  that  afflict  our  world.  When  the 
Durlands  shared  with  us  the  horrific  facts  about  the  Palestinian  situation,  or  when  Mary 
Reisley  talked  about  her  trip  to  Iraq  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  room  was  packed 
with  Friends  willing  to  listen  and  to  care.  We  are  willing  to  care  because  we  know  we  are  cared 
for. 

What  enables  us  to  look  at  the  “Ocean  of  Darkness”  is  the  knowledge  that  beyond  the 
darkness  is  an  Ocean  of  Light,  and  a Presence  Who  is  the  Source  of  that  Light.  This  Source 
is  the  life  preserver  that  keeps  us  afloat  during  tough  times,  and  for  which  I am  eternally 
grateful. 

I hope  to  see  each  of  you  at  Yearly  Meeting.  That  would  be  heavenly. 


Cover  photos.  Above:  Peter  Anderson  and  his  daughter  Roselea  (Crestone,  CO).  Below,  left  to 
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Denver,  CO),  and  Margaret  Frazer  (FWCC). 
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Speaking  Truth  Power 


// 


The  Roots  and 
Fruits  of  a Powerful 
Peace  Testimony 


[During  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting’s 
annual  gathering  at  Ghost  Ranch,  Abiqui, 
NM,  June,  2003,  the  following  message 
was  given  by  Bruce  Birchard,  General  Sec- 
retary of  Friends  General  Conference*  and 
author  of  the  Pendle  Hill  pamphlet,  “The 
Burning  Oneness  Binding  Everything" 
(available  at  www.quakerbooks.org).  This 
is  a condensed  version;  the  full  text  can  be 
found  at  westernquaker.net  or 
www.fgcquaker.  orgf 

God  is  love,  and  those  who  abide  in 
love  abide  in  God,  and  God  abides  in 
them.... There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but 
perfect  love  casts  out  fear....  (I  John 
4:16-18) 

We  Friends  are  faced  with  many  chal- 
lenges as  we  seek  to  be  faithful  to 
God’s  call  to  be  peacemakers.  I do  believe 
that  we  Friends  are  still  called — along  with 
many  others — to  witness  to  and  work  for  a 
very  different  vision  of  the  future  than  that 
being  defined  by  our  government,  our  cor- 
porations, and  many  of  our  public  institu- 
tions. Ours  is  a vision  of  the  power  of  God’s 
love  active  in  the  world  to  bring  about  the 
“kingdom  of  heaven,”  or  the  blessed  com- 
munity, here,  in  our  extraordinarily  beauti- 
ful world.  We  are  called  to  witness  and  work 
for  this  vision  in  our  personal  lives  and  in 
the  political  arena. 

But  I am  deeply  concerned  that  we  are 
losing  the  power  in  our  vision,  our  witness, 
and  our  work.  I fear  that  the  roots  of  our 
peace  testimony  are  being  strangled  by 
secularizing  forces  of  the  dominant  culture, 
and  the  fruits  may  be  dying  on  the  vine. 

Far  too  many  Friends  treat  the  peace 
testimony  as  a kind  of  creed.  And  in  fact, 
the  classic  statement  of  1661  by  prominent 
Friends  to  King  Charles  II  comes  as  close 
as  Friends  get  to  a creedal  statement,  as- 

*To  find  out  more  about  this  organization, 
see  www.fgcquaker.org  or  write  to  FGC  at 
1501  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia  PA  19102. 
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Margaret  Frazer,  FWCC;  Bruce  Birchard,  FGC,  Central  Philadelphia  MM:  Bill  Graustein,  New  Haven  MM 
(Bruce 's  Traveling  Elder):  Ted  Church,  IMYM  Co-clerk.  Albuquerque  (NM)  MM. 


serting  that 
the  “Spirit  of 
Christ... is  not 
change- 
able...,” and 
that  this  Spirit  “will  never  move  us  to  fight 
and  war  against  anyone  with  outward  weap- 
ons.. .”  Yet,  as  Friends  have  understood  for 
350  years,  a statement  of  belief  that  is  not 
grounded  in  experience  is  a mere  “profess- 
ing.” Such  statements  lack  power  if  they 
are  not  grounded  in  our  own  spiritual  expe- 
rience. 

When  asked  about  the  basis  of  our 
peace  testimony,  many  Friends  reply  that  it 
is  based  on  our  belief  that  “there  is  that  of 
God  in  everyone.”  In  the  past,  I often  made 
that  response  myself.  But  I have  come  to 
believe  it  is  a weak  foundation  for  our  testi- 
mony. It’s  not  that  the  statement  is  untrue. 
I do  believe  that  there  is  a spark  of  the  di- 
vine in  every  human  soul,  and  in  all  parts  of 
creation.  But,  given  the  reality  of  the  most 
horrific  violence  done  by  human  beings  to 
other  human  beings,  it  is  not  a strong  or 
convincing  foundation.  Frankly,  it  sounds 
too  much  like  a naive  hope  from  a privi- 
leged people.  Most  of  us  North  American 
Friends  are  reasonably  comfortable  and  well 
off.  Though  each  of  us  has  gone  through 
periods  of  personal  pain  and  suffering,  we 
have  not  as  a community  suffered  the  kind 
of  terrible  violence  and  oppression  experi- 
enced by  so  many  other  communities  in  our 
world.  For  us  to  say  that  we  should  never 
confront  violence  with  military  force  because 
“there  is  that  of  God  in  everyone”  comes 
off  as  rather  Polly-anna-ish  to  those  who 
have  suffered  terrible  violence. 

I have  been  wrestling  with  both  my 
understanding  and  my  living  of  the  peace 
testimony  ever  since  I joined  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  Today,  I would  like  to 
share  with  you  some  highlights  of  that  wres- 
tling, and  where  it  has  led  me  today.  I do  so 
in  the  hope  that,  as  children  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, my  account  might  touch  key  points  of 
your  own  spiritual  journeys,  and  that  of  our 
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larger  religious  society.  I have  faith  that, 
through  the  kind  of  dialog  we  are  entering 
here  at  your  yearly  meeting  sessions,  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  may  rediscover, 
or  recreate,  a powerful  peace  testimony  that, 
as  it  changes  our  lives,  will  also  speak  to 
others.  Then  we  can  truly  speak  truth  with 
power. 

As  I share  some  of  my  own  explora- 
tions in  the  fields  of  the  Spirit,  I will  be  de- 
veloping three  themes.  I will  tell  you  right 
now  what  these  themes  are,  and  you  might 
keep  them  in  mind  as  I continue: 

1.  At  its  heart,  the  peace  testimony  is 
all  about  the  power  and  potential  of  divine 
love  as  we  experience  it  and  live  it  in  this 
world. 

2.  The  spiritual  roots  of  the  peace  tes- 
timony are  nourished  in  a loving  and  Spirit- 
centered  community. 

3.  To  speak  truth  with  power,  our  peace 
testimony  must  be  grounded  in  a personal 
and  a community-based  experience  of  the 
Spirit,  or  God. 

Facing  the  Reality  of  Evil 

I grew  up  in  a rural,  conservative,  and 
very  patriotic  small  town  in  northwestern 
New  Jersey  and  came  to  Quakerism  and  paci- 
fism while  at  Wesleyan  University  during 
the  Vietnam  War  period. 

The  horrors  of  the  US  wars  in 
Indochina  contributed  to  the  pacifist  con- 
victions of  many  of  my  age  mates  and,  once 
I had  made  the  decision,  I did  not  question 
it.  In  that  sense,  it  was  an  easy  decision. 
Then,  in  1979, 1 had  an  experience  that  com- 
plicated things.  I had  the  opportunity  to 
visit  the  German  death  camps  at  Auschwitz 
and  Birkenau.  At  these  places,  I came  to 
realize  that  ordinary  people  could  commit 
the  most  horrific  acts  of  violence  with  ter- 
rible efficiency,  and  without  qualms  of  con- 
science. 

This  experience  changed  the  way  I un- 
derstood violence  in  two  ways.  First,  I’d 
been  a Friend  for  more  than  a decade,  and  I 
liked  to  repeat,  “There  is  that  of  God  in  ev- 
eryone.” Now  I understood  that  there  were 
other  forces  latent,  or  active,  in  the  human 
soul  as  well.  The  reality  of  the  Holocaust, 
and  of  countless  other  horrors,  was  driven 
home  to  me.  What  kind  of  responsibility  do 
we  each  have  for  such  violence?  In  a dif- 
ferent time  and  place,  might  I be  capable  of 
such  killing?  In  my  own  time  and  place,  do 
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I turn  away  from  the  horrors  I read  or  hear 
about  in  the  news,  trying  to  forget  them 
because  “I  can’t  do  anything  about  it”? 
And  second,  I began  to  understand  what 
Hannah  Ahrendt  meant  when  she  wrote 
about  “the  banality  of  evil.”  Evil  does  not 
always  come  dressed  in  obvious,  ugly  cos- 
tume. More  often  it  masquerades  in  every- 
day clothes.  The  peace  testimony  was  be- 
coming more  complicated  for  me. 

Recently,  Scott  Simon  has  challenged 
us  with  questions  about  how  to  respond  to 
the  terrible  violence,  the  very  real  evil,  in 
our  world.  In  two  articles  in  Friends  Jour- 
nal (December,  2001,  and  May,  2003),  he 
described  his  experiences  while  covering 
the  slaughter  of  thousands  of  innocent 
people  in  Bosnia  by  Serbian  troops  and  the 
mass  murders  and  brutal  oppression  by  the 
Taliban  in  Afghanistan.  These  realities 
jolted  him  from  what  he  describes  as  a self- 
righteous  pacifism.  In  these  articles,  Simon 
begins  with  the  same  understanding  that  I 
came  to  when  I first  visited  Auschwitz:  that 
human  beings  are  capable  of  doing  the  most 
terrible  violence  to  other  human  beings,  and 
they  have  done  so  again  and  again.  He  con- 
cludes that,  in  at  least  some  cases,  a swift 
forceful  response,  including  the  use  of  mili- 
tary force,  is  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
further  violence. 

Friends,  I take  Scott  Simon’s  challenge 
seriously,  and  I respect  the  integrity  that  he 
showed  in  speaking  openly  of  his  change 
of  heart  in  the  pages  of  Friends  Journal. 
But  I do  arrive  at  a different  place  than  he 
does.  Many  of  us  have  had  powerful  expe- 
riences of  the  Spirit  that  lead  us  to  believe 
that  we  could  not  take  the  life  of  another 
person,  and  certainly  cannot  participate  in 
or  support  the  mass  violence  that  is  mod- 
em warfare.  I recall  listening  to  Friend 
George  Willoughby,  still  an  active  peace- 
maker in  his  mid- 80s,  talking  with  a young 
Friend  who  said  he  might  have  chosen  to 
join  the  army  to  fight  against  fascism  in 
World  War  II.  George,  in  a response  which 
echoes  Gandhi,  said  that  he  could  under- 
stand that  many  people  were  led  to  join  the 
military  in  the  struggle  to  end  fascist  vio- 
lence. But,  he  continued,  he  also  fought 
fascism  and  violence.  He  just  did  it  non- 
violently.  And  he  has  continued  to  struggle 
nonviolently — and  very  creatively — for 
peace  and  justice  his  entire  life.  Gandhi  him- 
self said  that  the  way  of  satyagraha — hold- 
ing fast  to  truth,  or  what  we  generally  call 
nonviolence — is  only  possible  for  very 


strong  people.  I believe  we  are  called  to  be 
that  strong  people,  or  at  least  among  a com- 
munity of  strong  people,  rejecting  war  and 
committed  to  nonviolent  action  for  peace 
and  justice.  The  question  I am  asking  is: 
from  whence  comes  our  strength? 

Understanding  Fear  and  Love 

I want  to  go  back  to  September  1 1 , 200 1 . 
By  the  end  of  that  day,  powerful  people  in 
the  Bush  administration  realized  that  those 
attacks  presented  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance their  vision  of  American  hegemony. 
The  opportunity  they  seized  was  the 
public’s  fear.  People  of  this  country- — who 
are,  by  and  large,  compassionate  and  car- 
ing people — were  traumatized  by  those  ter- 
rible events,  and  the  consequent  destruc- 
tion of  the  myth  of  American  invincibility. 
And  these  powerful  men  were  ready  with  a 
plan.  Stoking  the  fear  that  permeated  our 
nation,  and  proceeding  with  single-minded 
determination  to  cure  the  nation  of  any  rem- 
nants of  the  “Vietnam  Syndrome,”  they  pro- 
moted their  doctrine  of  preemptive  war.  By 
unleashing  the  now  unparalleled  might  of 
the  US  military  machine,  they  could  imple- 
ment their  agenda  of  military  intimidation 
and  war. 

Fear  is  a powerful  emotion.  Once 
enough  Germans  feared  the  Jews,  hatred 
grew  and  the  Holocaust  became  possible. 
On  the  Indian  subcontinent,  Hindu  and 
Muslim  fears  of  the  other  community  led  to 
the  slaughter  of  millions  of  innocent  people 
during  partition.  When  enough  Serbs  were 
persuaded  to  fear  the  Bosnian  Muslims,  the 
massacres  could  begin.  Fanning  the  fears 
of  terrorism  and  weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion— both  of  which  are  real — US  political 
leaders  convinced  enough  Americans  that 
the  US  had  to  launch  a preemptive  war 
against  Iraq  to  make  the  world  safe  from 
these  threats. 

I opened  my  talk  with  a citation  from  I 
John:  “There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but  perfect 
love  casts  out  fear.”  I have  experienced  the 
power  of  love  in  casting  out  fear  in  my  own 
life.  This  experience  was  critical  in  my  on- 
going struggle  to  understand  and  live  our 
testimony  of  peace. 

My  life  was  profoundly  changed  in  1982 
when  I discovered  that  I had  cancer.  My 
first  reaction  was  fear  and  grief,  but  I even- 
tually found  a measure  of  inner  peace 
through  the  support  of  F/friends.  [This  story 
is  told  in  his  Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  “ The 
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Burning  Oneness  Binding  Everything” 
(available  at  www.quakerbooks.org). — 
Ed.] 

It  may  not  be  quite  accurate  to  say  that 
“perfect  love  had  cast  out  my  fear.”  I still 
experienced  fear,  and  have  again  on  subse- 
quent occasions.  But  I learned  that  I swim 
in  a river  of  love,  that  I can  orient  myself  to 
it,  and  feel  its  power.  When  I do  so,  I know 
that  I can  survive  the  fear,  and  go  beyond 
it,  to  a powerful  place  of  peace.  I learned 
that  I cannot  simply  make  this  transition 
just  once,  and  stay  in  that  place  of  love,  for 
the  fear  comes  back.  So  I need  to  make  that 
journey  again  and  again.  I needed  disci- 
plines, familiar  paths  to  trod,  to  reconnect 
with  love  again  and  again,  and  feel  the 
fears  subside.  I understand  this  love  as 
a manifestation  of  the  Spirit,  mediated 
through  the  ministry  of  my  sisters  and 
brothers,  my  wife  and  sons,  my  friends, 
and  sometimes  even  strangers. 

So  when  I say  “the  peace  testimony 
is  all  about  the  power  and  potential  of 
divine  love  as  we  experience  it  and  live  it 
in  this  world,”  I’m  not  talking  about  some 
abstract  image.  I mean  that,  to  the  extent 
that  one  opens  oneself  to  the  ocean  of 
love  that  is  central  to  my  experience  of 
God,  one  can  overcome  the  fears  that 
militarists  seek  to  manipulate.  It  is  tre- 
mendously important  that  our  meetings 
nurture  experiences  of  the  Spirit  in  wor- 
ship and  of  active  love  in  the  life  of  the 
community.  Remember  the  second  of  my 
three  themes:  “The  spiritual  roots  of  the 
peace  testimony  are  nourished  in  a lov- 
ing and  Spirit-centered  community.” 

The  Power  of  Divine  Love  in  Facing 
Suffering  and  Violence 

I have  spoken  of  the  importance  of 
facing  the  reality  of  violence  and  evil. 
During  the  past  century,  tens  of  millions  of 
precious  people  have  lost  their  lives  in  state- 
run  campaigns  of  terror  and  war.  Tens  of 
millions  more  have  survived.  What  possi- 
bly can  carry  one  through  such  a living  hell? 
What  happens  to  our  faith?  What  happens 
to  love?  I have  heard  stories  of  incredible 
acts  of  love  and  courage  in  the  midst  of 
violence.  How  can  this  happen? 

[After  noting  that  the  Bible  depicts 
many  examples  of  courage  and  faith  in  the 
face  of  suffering,  Bruce  told  the  story  of  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Jesus 
‘‘knew  God  intimately,  ” and  was  able  to 


accept  death  in  Jerusalem  because  of  the 
depth  of  his  love  for  God  and  the  people  he 
knew.  His  faithfulness  led  to  crucifixion  by 
the  Romans.  —Ed.] 

As  far  as  the  Roman  occupiers  were 
concerned  , they  had  proved  their  political 
point:  the  “king  of  the  Jews”  was  not  saved 
from  his  horrible  fate  by  God.  But  in  ac- 
cepting crucifixion,  Jesus  demonstrated  the 
depth  of  his  love.  Says  Sandra  Cronk,  “From 
the  point  of  view  of  the  world,  Jesus’  love 
had  failed.  The  powers  of  violence  had  over- 
whelmed him.  But  his  followers  discovered 
that  this  was  not  true.  Christ  and  his  love 
were  not  dead.  Christ  was  risen.  His  love 
was  still  being  poured  out  on  the  world.” 


Jesus  did  not  go  to  his  terrible  death  in 
order  to  start  Christianity,  or  to  fulfill  some 
prophecy,  or  to  save  the  world  from  sin.  He 
must  have  accepted  it  because  it  was  sim- 
ply a terrible  consequence  of  the  compas- 
sionate way  he  lived  with  the  people  and 
the  world  he  loved.  His  death  on  the  cross 
is  important  to  us  because  it  demonstrates 
how  selfless  divine  love  can  be.  Jesus  the 
man  embodied,  or  incarnated,  that  love,  the 
accepting  love  for  imperfect  people  that  is 
such  a vital  path  of  the  Spirit.  Jesus  so  loved 
the  world  that  he  gave  his  life  for  it — not 
for  some  abstract  or  future  world,  but  for 


the  world  and  the  people  he  knew  and  cared 
for.  Jesus  spoke  his  truth  with  incredible 
power,  so  powerfully,  in  fact,  that  members 
of  his  community  soon  experienced  him  as 
reborn,  resurrected,  returning  to  lead  them 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  a community 
whose  foundation  was  God’s  love.  His  ex- 
traordinary power  came  from  his  repeated 
experiences  of  a living  and  loving  God.  The 
experience  of  those  who  had  followed  him, 
and  of  others  who  learned  of  his  life,  death, 
and  continuing  presence,  empowered  them 
to  create  an  extraordinary  community  of 
faith.  That  community  survived  a long  pe- 
riod of  terrible  persecution.  They  were  able 
to  do  so  because  of  the  power  of  the  love 
they  discovered  and  the  strong  com- 
munities of  faith  they  built  on  that 
foundation. 

Friends  and  the 
Peace  Testimony 

The  stories  of  Jesus  and  the  ear- 
liest Christians  are  relevant  to  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  peace  testimony, 
because  early  Friends  understood 
their  movement  as  a return  to  the  faith 
experience  of  the  original  Christians, 
and  of  Jesus  himself. ... 

We  must  understand  that  the 
peace  testimony,  like  other  early 
Quaker  testimonies,  was  not  simply 
an  assertion  of  important  values,  pub- 
lic policy  ideals,  or  philosophical  prin- 
ciples. Friends  were  not  simply  as- 
serting that  peace  is  better  than  war, 
or  that  war  is  immoral.  They  were  tes- 
tifying to  a corporate  experience  of 
God’s  transforming  power  in  their 
lives.  To  testify  to  something,  as  one 
does  in  a court  of  law,  is  to  state  it  as 
truth.... 

The  strong  foundation  of  the 
peace  testimony  is  in  our  experience  of  God, 
or  divine  love,  in  our  lives,  and  in  our  faith 
communities.  We  testify  to  its  truth  by  the 
way  we  live,  by  our  actions — not  simply  by 
what  we  “profess.” 

Let  me  speak  of  my  own  experience.  I 
have  come  to  understand  that  living  out  the 
peace  testimony  is  all  about  living  in  love: 
with  God,  with  people,  and  with  the  world. 
And  this  is  not  an  abstract  notion  for  me. 
I’ll  tell  you  a bit  about  what  this  means  for 
my  relationships  with  my  wife,  Demie  Kurz, 
and  in  my  work  at  Friends  General  Confer- 
ence. During  my  33  years  with  Demie,  I have 
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become  more  patient,  more  trusting,  more 
accepting,  and  more  respectful  of  her 
leadings,  her  gifts,  and  yes,  her  idiosyn- 
crasies, even  when  this  means  I don’t  get 
to  do  or  have  what  I originally  wanted.  At 
the  same  time,  I am  able  to  speak  my  truth 
and  live  in  my  own  particular  path,  know- 
ing that  she  respects  my  leadings  and  my 
journey  too.  That  doesn’t  mean  we  never 
have  conflicts;  I assure  you,  we  do.  But 
we  engage  in  them  with  both  respect  for 
and  trust  in  the  other. 

I seek  to  work  with  my  staff  and  com- 
mittee colleagues  at  FGC  in  love  as  well. 
I try  to  provide  a kind 
of  servant  leadership 
that  is  based  on  deep  re- 
spect and  care  for  those 
with  whom  I work.  I seek 
to  communicate  clearly 
and  caringly  about  my 
own  responsibilities 
and  leadings,  listen 
carefully  to  others’  con- 
cerns, often  modifying 
my  own  views,  then 
make  decisions  openly, 
communicate  them 
clearly,  and  accept  re- 
sponsibility for  having 
made  them. 

My  efforts  to  live  in 
God’s  love  affect  many 
decisions  I make  about 
relationships  with  other 
people.  In  recent  years, 
for  instance,  I have  been 
led  to  join  with  several 
other  Friends  on  FGC’s 
Central  Committee  to  cre- 
ate a new  Committee  for 
Mink^’-y  on  Racism.  We 
are  working  with  Friends  and  meetings  to 
understand  and  end  racist  attitudes  and  be- 
haviors within  our  religious  society,  and  to 
open  Quaker  doors  to  a future  of  richer  ra- 
cial diversity. 

One  arena  in  which  we  are  each  called 
to  practice  this  Spirit-centered  living  is  our 
meeting  communities.  How  good  it  is  when 
we  worship,  work  and  live  in  love  in  our 
meetings,  practicing  the  kind  of  respect, 
trust  and  caring  that  characterizes  loving 
relationships.  And  how  hard  that  can  be! 
But  this  is  where  the  rubber  really  meets 
the  road. 

Of  course,  testifying  to  the  power  of 
love  in  the  world — i.e.,  living  the  peace 


testimony — has  a tremendously  vital  out- 
ward aspect  as  well.  Central  to  the  whole 
concept  of  testimony  is  the  call  to  active 
witness  in  the  larger  world.  We  are  called 
to  live  our  truth  in  words  and  actions  that 
proclaim,  demonstrate  and  convince. 

More  often  than  not,  living  out  the 
peace  testimony  leads  us  into  words  and 
actions  that  diverge  from  what  is  going 
on  around  us  in  the  larger  society  and 
dominant  culture.  The  peace  testimony 
is  thus  prophetic,  looking  forward  to  a 
future  establishment  of  a blessed  com- 


munity, or  what  has  traditionally  been 
called  “the  kingdom  of  God.” 

There  is  so  much  in  our  world  and 
our  country  that  Friends  are  called  to  dis- 
sent from  and  to  change.  The  struggle 
between  that  of  God  and  that  which  is 
not  of  God  is  every  bit  as  real  as  it  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  1600s.  Yet,  as  I stated 
earlier,  we  are  losing  the  power  of  our  wit- 
ness. There  is  a strong  tendency  in  our 
religious  society  to  separate  our  peace 
work  from  our  spiritual  lives.  Too  often, 
we  distinguish  between  “social  action 
Friends”  and  “worship-centered 
Friends.”  We  have  organizations,  such 
as  FGC,  that  are  focussed  on  nurturing 


the  life  of  the  Spirit  in  our  meetings  and 
our  lives  without  much  attention  to  wit- 
ness and  social  action,  and  others,  such 
as  the  AFSC,  that  focus  on  social  and 
political  issues  with  little  reference  to  our 
understandings  and  experiences  of  the 
Spirit. 

To  the  extent  that  our  peace  witness 
and  work  is  separate  from  the  life  of  the 
Spirit,  we  lose  the  power  to  effect  change 
in  the  world.  And  this  would  be  a tragic 
loss  for  the  world,  as  well  as  for  the  Reli- 
gious Society  of  Friends.  We  are  called, 
Friends,  to  respond  to  the  terrible  vio- 
lence, oppression 
and  injustice  in 
the  world  around 
us.... 

As  I stated  in 
the  opening  of  my 
message,  at  its 
heart,  the  peace 
testimony  is  all 
about  the  power 
and  potential  of 
divine  love  as  we 
experience  it  and 
live  it  in  this 
world.  In  our  wor- 
ship, and  in  our 
lives,  we  open 
ourselves  to  this 
power  that  comes 
from  the  Spirit. 
This  power  can 
transform  us  so 
that,  continuing 
to  live  in  this 
world,  we  are 
nevertheless  not 
of  it.  The  power 
that  comes  from 
this  love  can  cast  out  our  fears — fears  of 
our  inadequacies,  fears  of  how  we  appear 
to  others,  fears  of  failure,  and  yes,  even 
fears  of  violence,  of  evil,  of  death.  As 
the  lives  of  many  Friends  are  transformed 
by  divine  love,  our  meetings  will  also  be 
transformed.  As  our  meeting  communi- 
ties grow  stronger  and  more  faithful,  the 
roots  of  our  peace  testimony  will  be  nour- 
ished in  those  increasingly  loving  and 
Spirit-centered  Quaker  meetings.  In  such 
communities,  more  and  more  people  may 
find  a direct  experience  of  the  divine.  And 
from  the  power  of  our  shared  experiences 
of  God,  we  will  be  given  the  gift  to  speak 
our  truth  with  great  power.  □ 
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Prayer  jor  tfie  Refigious  Society 
of  Friends 

by  Bruce  Birchard 


Dear  God,  may  we  stop  separating  our  peace  witness  and  work 
from  our  experience  of  you  and  your  love  for  this  world.  As 
individuals,  and  as  a faith  community,  may  we  experience  the 
power  of  your  love  in  our  lives.  May  we  testify  to  that  reality 
every  day,  in  every  way:  in  our  relationships  with  our  families, 
friends,  meeting  members,  strangers  and  enemies,  in  our  com- 
passion and  active  caring  for  the  victims  of  violence,  oppres- 
sion and  illness,  and  in  our  work  for  peace  and  justice.  May 
we  not  be  swayed  from  our  witness  by  fear.  May  we  treat  the 
peace  testimony  as  an  historic  witness  to  a living  faith  experi- 
ence, not  a creed.  We  seek  your  kingdom,  a blessed  commu- 
nity of  active  nonviolence  and  lived  love.  May  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  serve  as  a living  outpost  of  that  blessed  com- 
munity, set  down  in  the  midst  of  a culture  and  a world  that  is  so 
prey  to  fear  and  so  prone  to  violence.  In  all  things,  may  we  be 
faithful  witnesses  to  the  power  of  your  love.  □ 
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The  Letters  of 
Margaret  Fell/ 

First  Among  Friendly  Women 


TJVsa  Glines,  a librarian  by  profession 
/ J and  a member  of  Strawberry  Creek 
Meeting  in  Berkeley,  CA,  became  interested 
in  editing  the  letters  of  Margaret  Fell  a 
decade  ago  when  she  attended  a joint  ses- 
sion of  the  Friends  Association  for  Higher 
Education  and  the  Quaker  Historians  and 
Archivists  at  George  Fox  College.  When 
she  learned  that  no  one  had  edited  the  let- 
ters of  Margaret  Fell,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Quakerism,  Elsa  decided  to  undertake 
this  task  herself.  She  spent  seven  years  do- 
ing research  at  places  like  Friends  House 
in  London,  Pendle  Hill,  and  Swarthmore 
College,  transcribing  letters  and  immers- 
ing herself  in  historical  writings  from  and 
about  this  period.  In  Friends  Bulletin  De- 
cember, 2000,  she  published  an  article 
about  her  work  that  caught  the  eye  of  Bar- 
bara Mays,  editor  of  Friends  United  Press. 
FUM  Press  decided  to  publish  Elsa 's  la- 
bor of  love  and  scholarship. 

Undaunted  Zeal:  The  Letters  of  Mar- 
garet Fell  will  be  published  this  July.  As 
the  sidebar  on  the  next  page  suggests,  it 's 
not  an  easy  read — all  the  letters  retain  the 
highly  eccentric  spelling  common  during 
this  period — but  Elsa  ’s  notes  and  commen- 
tary are  enormously  helpful.  Reading  these 
letters,  one  feels  almost  as  if  one  is  in  the 
presence  of  Margaret  herself,  a woman  of 
remarkable  energy,  passion,  and  commit- 
ment— the  first  in  a long  line  of formidable 
Friendly  women. 

witA  Cflinos 

Could  you  tell  our  readers  who  Margaret 
Fell  was  and  why  she  was  important  to 
the  development  of  Quakerism? 

Margaret  Fell  was  a 17th-century  English 
woman  who  was  instrumental  in  develop- 
ing the  movement  that  became  Quakerism 
and  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  Along 
with  George  Fox  and  James  Nayler,  she  or- 
ganized and  encouraged  the  numerous  early 
Friends  who  proclaimed  the  new  religious 
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principles.  From  her  home  at  Swarthmoor 
Hall  she  provided  wisdom,  controversy, 
hospitality,  legal  aid,  funds  and  organiza- 
tional skills.  She  used  her  social  position 
as  the  wife  and  later  the  widow  of  Judge 
Thomas  Fell  to  further  the  movement  and 
to  protect  it. 

What  inspired  you  to  undertake  this 
project? 

I felt  indignant  that  a woman  who  had  been 
so  important  in  the  development  of  Quak- 
erism had  been  neglected  by  not  publish- 
ing her  works,  with  rare  exceptions,  since 
1710. 

How  would  you  characterize  Fell’s  rela- 
tionship to  George  Fox?  How  did  this  re- 
lationship evolve  and  change?  What  new 
insights  do  these  letters  reveal? 

Margaret  Fell  was  convinced  by  George 
Fox’s  message  when  she  first  heard  it  in 
1 652.  She  admired  and  respected  him,  and 
she  became  a colleague  in  spreading  the 
word.  George  Fox  was  always  welcomed 
with  enthusiasm  at  her  home,  Swarthmoor 
Hall.  Judge  Fell  died  in  1 658.  Margaret  was 
a widow  for  eleven  years  and  then  she  mar- 
ried George  Fox.  Margaret  clearly  loved  and 
admired  him,  but  modem  frankness  about 
emotional  states  is  not  a part  of  these  let- 
ters. George  found  Swarthmoor  Hall  as 
much  of  a home  as  he  ever  had,  and  the 
seven  Fell  daughters  loved  him  and  cared 
for  him  in  his  later  years. 

What  role  did  Margaret  Fell  play  in  en- 
couraging women  to  assume  roles  of  lead- 
ership and  ministry  in  the  Religious  So- 
ciety of  Friends? 

From  the  beginning  a major  principle  of  the 
Quakers  was  equality:  all  men  and  women 
have  access  to  the  divine.  A person,  re- 
gardless of  gender,  may  be  led  to  minister. 
Quakers  were  not  the  first  to  permit  women 
to  speak  in  church,  but  they  actively  en- 


couraged it.  Women  were  included  in  the 
organization  of  the  first  “publishers  of 
truth,”  who  went  out  in  pairs  as  itinerant 
ministers.  If  there  were  children  to  be  cared 
for,  the  Kendal  Fund  that  Margaret  set  up 
would  provide  for  them. 

In  the  many  letters  and  epistles  that 
Margaret  wrote  to  Friends  it  is  clear  that 
they  are  addressed  to  both  men  and  women. 
She  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  and  ex- 
plaining Quaker  doctrines.  There  was  con- 
troversy among  Friends  about  how  much 
authority  women  should  have,  but  both  her 
words  and,  even  more,  her  example  demon- 
strated the  value  of  women’s  contributions. 

She  was  involved  in  the  idea  of 
women’s  meetings  and  in  setting  them  up. 

What  resistance  did  Fell  face,  and  how 
did  she  overcome  it? 

The  resistance  that  Margaret  Fell  faced  was 
basically  the  same  as  that  which  the  men 
who  were  Quakers  faced.  She  was  pros- 
ecuted and  spent  years  in  prison  for  con- 
science sake.  She  was  particularly  singled 
out  by  anti-Quaker  magistrates  because 
they  recognized  that  she  was  one  of  the 
chief  protectors  of  the  Friends. 

I think  it  is  remarkable  that  it  is  later, 
even  20th  century,  Quaker  writers  and  his- 
torians who  seem  to  be  resistant  to  un- 
derstanding her  place  in  the  movement. 
It  is  notable  that  until  feminist  historians 
began  questioning  the  omission  of  women 
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Here  followeth  some  Letters,  & Answers  to  Preists  & Professors,  which  was  writ- 
ten in  the  beginning  att  the  first  entrance  of  Truth  amongst  us;  And  I desire  thee 
to  Consider  with  mee  a Little,  the  time,  & the  state,  & Condition  that  we  were  in, 
when  the  blessed  visitation  of  god  Came  first  amongst  us:  we  had  not  so  much  as 
heard  of  the  people  caled  quakers  till  wee  heard  of  Geo:  Fox  Coming  towards  us... 
And  when  he  Came  among  us  And  opened  us  a book  that  we  had  never  Read  in, 
nor  Indeed  had  never  heard  that  it  was  our  duty  to  Read  in  itt.  to  witt/the  Light 
of  Christ  in  our  Consciences[J  And  our  mindes  never  being  towards  itt  before...  it 
pleased  the  Lord  so  to  open  my  understanding  Imediately....  That  I saw  perfectly 
Just  then  that  wee  were  all  wrong,  & and  that  we  were  but  Theives,  that  had 
stollen  the  scriptures,  which  caused  mee  to  shed  many  tears. 

— Margaret  Fell,  Undaunted  Zeal,  p.  430  (with  original  spelling  and  punctuation) 


in  anthologies  and  histories,  few  women 
were  included.  That  has  changed  consid- 
erably in  recent  years. 

What  surprised  you  about  Margaret  Fell 
when  you  read  these  letters? 

Many  things  surprised  me:  the  sometimes 
violent  and  often  wonderful  language  of 
some  letters,  which  is  best  appreciated 
when  read  aloud;  her  amazing  knowledge 
of  the  Bible;  the  diversity  of  her  corre- 
spondents, from  family  to  kings;  the 
changes  that  can  be  seen  in  her  under- 
standing during  the  fifty  years  covered 
by  the  letters. 

What  relevance  do  these  letters  have  to 
today's  readers? 

For  me,  personally,  the  greatest  relevance 
of  the  letters  was  gaining  a better  under- 
standing of  the  Quaker  message.  Marga- 
ret was  teaching  the  meaning  and  signifi- 
cance of  Quaker  principles  in  many  of  the 
letters,  as  she  lived  it.  The  fact  that  she 
did  live  it  is  crucial.  It  is  not  just  words. 
The  courage  and  wisdom  that  are  dem- 
onstrated in  the  letters  are  as  relevant 
now  as  they  were  when  she  wrote  them. 


What  were  the  biggest  challenges  you  had 
to  face  in  editing  these  letters? 

One  big  challenge  in  the  project  was  read- 
ing 17th-century  handwriting.  The  script  is 
very  different,  and  there  were  no  rules  of 
spelling,  capitalization,  or  punctuation, 
which  sometimes  made  it  hard  to  figure  out 
what  was  meant.  If  you  like  doing  this  kind 
of  thing,  as  I do,  it’s  not  difficult.  If  s just 
one  step  at  a time  during  the  various  phases 
of  the  project. 

Another  big  challenge  was  waiting  two 
years  from  the  time  my  manuscript  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Friends  United  Press  and  the 


actual  publication.  I didn’t  understand  all 
of  the  steps  that  are  necessary  to  produce 
a book. 

What  did  you  enjoy  most? 

I enjoyed  the  thrill  of  reading  a letter  that 
only  a very  few  people  have  read  in  the 
last  300  years;  learning  about  the  lives  of 
people  as  I did  the  background  reading 
and  making  connections  between  them; 
and  talking  to  people  about  Margaret  Fell 
and  traveling  to  places  where  she  lived 
and  to  libraries  where  the  manuscripts 
are.  □ 

Elsa  F.  Glines 
is  available  to 
give  presenta- 
tions about 
Margaret  Fell. 
She  can  be 
reached  at 
e fg  1 i n e s @ 
yahoo.com. 
Librarian 
Emerita  at 
California 
State  University,  Hayward,  Elsa  has 
aMaster  of  Sciencein  Library  Service  de- 
gree from  Columbia  University.  In  1992 
she  was  named  Cadbury  Scholar  at  Pendle 
Hill,  a Quaker  Study  Center  near  Philadel- 
phia. Her  research  on  Margaret  Fell  was 
conducted  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
England.In  preparing  this  book  she  en- 
joyed investigating  the  mysteries  of  previ- 
ously unpublished  manuscripts.  Glines  has 
been  published  in  the  Huntington  Library 
Quarterly.  She  is  a member  of  the  Quaker 
Historians  and  Archivists,  the  Friends  His- 
torical Society,  and  the  Friends  Historical 
Association.  She  lives  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area. 
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Available  July  15,  2003:  Undaunted 
Zeal:  The  Letters  of  Margaret  Fell.  Ed- 
ited and  Introduced  by  Elsa  F.  Glines. 
Foreword  by  Rosemary  Moore.  Friends 
United  Press,  101  Quaker  Hill  Drive,  Rich- 
mond IN  47374.  1-765-962-7573.  Publica- 
tion date:  July,  2003.  Price:  $35.00.  528 
pages.  ISBN  0-944350-64-X.  8 photo- 
graphs, 2 illustrations,  1 map,  glossary, 
bibliography,  index.  Undaunted  Zeal: 
The  Letters  of  Margaret  Fell  is  the  first 
publication  of  a complete  corpus  of  early 
Quaker  letters  (dated  1652  to  1700). 
Much  of  the  recent  work  in  the  field  of 
early  Quaker  studies  has  been  based  on 
the  pamphlet  literature  of  the  early  sev- 
enteenth century,  a vast  field  in  itself,  but 
the  huge  mass  of  early  Quaker  manu- 
scripts has  never  been  fully  explored.  The 
informative  introductory  essays  set  the 
scene  for  each  historical  period,  while  ev- 
ery letter  is  preceded  by  a summary  elu- 
cidating difficult  passages,  giving  full 
biographical  details  about  the  individu- 
als addressed  or  mentioned,  and  cross- 
referencing  to  secondary  material. 

Margaret  Fell  was  an  extraordinary 


and  attractive  woman  who  played  a major 
role  in  the  development  of  Quakerism  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  Bonnelyn  Young 
Kunze,  one  of  her  biographers,  describes 
her  as  “an  authoritative  female  public  min- 
ister in  a radical  religious  movement”  whose 
“way  of  life  was,  in  part,  similar  to  many 
religiously  motivated  landed  women  of  her 
era.  At  the  same  time  her  experiences  as  a 
literate,  independent,  wealthy,  and  widely 
traveled  religious  leader  place  her  among  a 
tiny  minority  of  women  who  may  claim  some 
degree  of  historical  influence.” 

Her  accomplishments  include:  being  an 
important,  if  not  the  principal,  organizer  of 
the  loose  movement  that  became  Quaker- 
ism, the  Religious  Society  of  Friends;  pro- 
moting and  establishing  Women’s  Meet- 
ings; asserting  the  validity  of  women’s  right 
to  preach;  writing  the  first  declaration  of 
the  Quaker  peace  principle;  writing  letters 
to  Friends  and  to  non-Friends  explaining 
Quaker  principles;  and  being  the  first 
among  Quaker  leaders  to  write  to  the  Jews. 
She  later  married  George  Fox,  generally  rec- 
ognized as  the  spiritual  founder  of  the 
Quaker  movement. 
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Rio  Grande,  Psalm 

by  Mary  Dudley 

You  are  all  great  and  good,  O God. 

You  have  made  the  universe: 
all  the  suns  and  stars,  the  moons  and 
oceans. 

You  put  the  deer  among  the  pinon,  the 
antelope  across  the  plains, 
the  rabbits  and  owls,  the  groundhogs 
and  snakes 

in  tunnels  beneath  the  valley  floor. 

You  cause  falcons  and  eagles  to  soar 
through  the  heavens 
and  hide  spiders  and  field  mice  in  forest 
shadows,  in  canyons. 

You  put  coyote  on  the  mesa,  along  the 
bosque, 

among  the  cottonwoods  and  wolves 
among  the  aspen  and  on  the  plains. 

You  pushed  back  the  water 
and  caused  mountains  to 
rise  out  of  oceans. 

You  made  com  grow  along  the  beds 
of  rivers  and  lakes, 
and  threaded  chile  and  beans, 
wove  morning  glories  among  its  stalks. 
You  seeded  golden  sunflowers  and 
purple  asters, 

the  fiery  paint  brush  and  fuchsia  cholla 
across  the  earth. 

You  make  the  snow  fall  and  melt, 

And  blow  fog  and  rain  through 
The  valleys  to  water  our  fields. 

Y ou  warm  us  when  we  are  cold 
and  blow  cool  air  when  we  are  hot. 

You  are  the  source  of  all  strength 
and  every  goodness,  every  kindness,  is 
from  you. 

Because  you  have  made  us  free, 
you  permit  even  thoughts  that  are 
harmful 

to  enter  our  minds  and  come  from  our 
mouths. 

You  walk  with  us,  no  matter  where  our 
path, 

and  wait  for  us,  in  patience,  to  turn  home. 


News  of  Intermountain  Monthly  Meetings 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  publishes 
State  of  the  Meeting  Reports  and  Memo- 
rial Minutes  at  its  websites:  http:// 
demo.  imym.  org  and  http://imym.  org.  The 
following  are  excerpts  from  some  of  these 
reports  prepared  by  Ted  Church  and  read 
at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting.  The 
epistles  and  minutes  from  this  year  s an- 
nual session  will  be  published  in  the  Sep- 
tember issue.  Contact  information  about 
all  Meetings  and  worship  groups  in  the 
Western  USA  can  be  found  at 
w ester  nquaker.  net. 

State  of  the  Meeting  reports  were  received 
from  all  but  one  Monthly  Meeting.  Two 
Worship  Groups  provided  reports  separate 
from  the  Meeting  having  their  care  while 
others  were  included  in  their  Monthly 
Meeting’s  report  either  within  the  general 
report  or  in  a separate  account. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a slight  in- 
crease in  membership  but  a greater  partici- 
pation in  our  Meetings  for  worship  by 
attenders;  several  births  were  reported  but 
fewer  deaths.  Clearness  Committees  for 
marriage  sometimes  yield  clearness  not  to 
proceed. 

Friends  were  concerned  with  how  to 
respond  to  the  preparations  for  war  and 
the  actions  of  our  government  which 
seemed  immune  to  the  protestations  of  the 
public  was  the  major  question  preoccupy- 
ing Meetings  and  their  members  and 
attenders. 

Friends  joined  in  coalitions.  Friends 
prayed  in  mosques  and  synagogues,  stud- 
ied Islam  and  Judaism. 

Here  are  some  of  the  organizations 
with  which  they  prayed,  marched  and  dem- 
onstrated: 

• The  Coalition  for  Justice  and  Peace 

from  the  Interfaith  Community 


• Vigils  with  the  World  Citizen  Group 
for  Peace  and  Justice 

• A weekly  Strength  through  Peace 
vigil  (sponsored  by  the  Coalition  for 
Justice,  Peace  and  the  Environment) 

• Hosting  a meeting  with  Jean  Zaru  of 
Ramallah  Meeting 

• Attending  the  FWCC  Peace  Consul- 
tation at  Guilford  College 

• A Women  for  Peace  group,  encour- 
aging friendship,  dialog  and  peacemak- 
ing among  various  faith  communities: 
Islam,  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  unaf- 
filiated organizations 

• The  Martin  Luther  King  Day  march 
with  children  and  adults 

• March  with  others  from  a synagogue 
to  a mosque,  stopping  at  the  meeting 
house,  and  a Catholic  Church  on  the 
way.  And  later,  repeating  the  march  in 
the  opposite  direction 

• Walking  with  and  hosting  a group 
on  a Hiroshima  Peace  Pilgrimage 

• Marching  on  the  local  Air  Force  base. 
Some  meetings  supported  Friends  to 

foreign  lands: 

• A Friend  to  Guatemala  for  three 
months  to  help  a women’s  association 
create  a community  based  cooperative 
chicken  rearing  enterprise. 

• A Friend  to  Baghdad  in  Iraq,  with  a 
Voices  in  the  Wilderness  group  taking 
medicines  and  making  an  American 
presence  with  families. 

• Two  Friends  to  Palestine  and  then, 
later,  to  Iraq,  both  trips  with  Christian 
Peace  Teams. 

A few  Meetings  or  their  Peace  & Jus- 
tice/Social Concerns  Committees  published 
ads  in  the  local  newspaper  announcing 
their  existence  in  the  community  and  set- 
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ting  forth  various  aspects  of  the  Quaker 
Peace  Testimony  and  on  civil  rights  as  the 
Patriot  Act  became  enforced. 

Another  Meeting  participated  in  a 
“Peace  Evening”  at  a local  theater  with  in- 
formation about  Quakerism  and  the  Meet- 
ing. 

Many  Meetings  made  large  signs  and 
banners  with  various  slogans  proclaiming 
peace  to  carry  in  marches  and  to  stand  by 
their  meeting  houses 

A few  Friends  served  on  Boards: 

• The  Strength  through  Peace  Com- 
mittee, 

• The  Restorative  Justice  Committee, 

• The  Center  for  Justice,  Peace  and  the 
Environment, 

• Right  Sharing  of  World  Resources, 

• The  Board  of  Friends  Bulletin. 
Friends  in  the  states  along  the  border 

with  Mexico  continued  to  try  to  find  ways 
to  assist  those  coming  across  the  border, 
such  as: 

• The  Samaritan  Patrol  in  southern  Ari- 
zona. 

• Visits  to  the  Border  Patrol  headquar- 
ters. 

Their  Meetings  petitioned  FCNL  to  pay 
attention  to  the  problems  of  migrants  at  the 
US-Mexico  border 

Friends  in  a few  of  the  Meetings  con- 
tinued their  work  for  the  environment  and 
the  land: 

• The  Saquaro  Hermitage  Association 

• The  Cascabel  Hermitage  Association 
Traditional  social  service  concerns 

continued: 

• In  the  Asilium 

• The  Orphanage  in  Agua  Prieta 

• The  House  of  Good  Hope  in  Dou- 
glas 

• Maintaining  one  apartment  in  the 
Emergency  Family  Assistance  hous- 
ing facility 

• Hosting  the  overflow  from  the  Home- 
less Shelter  one  night  a week 

• Right  Sharing  with  projects  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation 

• Supplying  a summer  arts  camp  for 
children  at  Lone  Mann  School  in 
Ogalala,  SD 

• Collecting  materials  and  assembling 
hygiene  kits  for  migrant  workers  in  the 
San  Luis  Valley 

• Supporting  students  and  staff  at  the 
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local  university 

• Supporting  Friends  working  to  abol- 
ish the  death  penalty 

• Relearning  how  to  counsel  our  youth 
in  conscientious  objection 

• Writing  letters  to  government  offi- 
cials 

• Participating  in  conflict  resolution 
workshops 

• Picking  up  trash  on  a local  Parkway. 

In  sadness  and  in  reflection  Friends 
looked  for  solace  and  support  in  their  Peace 
Testimony.  They 

• Considered  the  Friends  Peace  Testi- 
mony in  a Time  of  Terrorism 

• Reexamined  the  Peace  Testimony 
searching  for  a spiritual  center  for  in- 
dividuals responding  to  world  events. 

• Looked  to  nonviolent  action  to  gain 
attention  for  antiwar  and  pacifist 
stands. 

• Held  workshops  for  the  community 
on  violent  action. 

• Held  a silent  vigil  for  peace  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  at  a busy  pedestrian 
intersection. 

• Held  Meeting  for  worship  and  wor- 
ship sharing  sessions  on  a topic  of 
peace 

• Obtained  signatures  for  AFSC’s 
Campaign  for  Conscience  Peace 
Pledge. 

Some  meetings  searched  themselves 
as  they  realized  their  founding  members 
had  departed  and  positions  in  the  Meeting 
and  in  regional  meeting  and  yearly  meeting 
had  to  be  filled  from  a new  generation.  Spe- 
cifically directly  orientation  in  Quaker  prac- 
tice had  to  be  discussed  and  arranged  for 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Committees, 
suddenly  caught  up  in  marches  and  cam- 
paigns for  peace,  in  how  they  represented 
the  Meeting  and  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends. 

Accompanying  this  loss  was  sudden 
realization  of  the  absence  of  Senior  Young 
Friends  in  the  Meeting  as  a second  gen- 
eration was  beginning  to  come  into  First 
Day  Schools.  New  parents  had  to  become 
acquainted  with  Quaker  practice  for  First 
Day  Schools:  it  would  have  to  be  what  they 
managed  to  bring  about. 

Several  Meetings  enlarged  or  began 
consideration  of  expanding  the  space  in 
and  around  their  meeting  houses  to  accom- 


modate an  increasing  participation  and  new 
families  with  different  responsibilities,  in- 
terests and  constraints  than  the  previous 
generations.  Santa  Fe  Meeting,  at  long  last, 
completed  remodeling  activities  to  make 
their  building  accessible  and  able  to  handle 
a larger  membership  and  match  historic 
zoning  restrictions.  The  larger  Meetings 
began  to  realize  that  they  indeed  are  larger 
and  the  many  smaller  Meetings  have  an  in- 
creasing tendency  to  look  to  them  for  lead- 
ership in  Quaker  process,  in  projects  of  ac- 
tion and  service  and  as  extensions  of  their 
own  communities. 

Some  Meetings  noticing  their 
budgets  overrun,  found  creative  ways  to 
bring  funds  into  their  treasury.  No-interest 
loans  given  by  Meetings  and  Friends  in 
other  Meetings  became  more  common. 

We  are  one  big  happy  family  with  all 
the  challenges  of  such  families! 

Reports  from  Arizona  Friends 

(Other  reports  will  be  published  later) 

Flagstaff  Monthly  Meeting:  The  year 
2002  was  a busy  one  for  Flagstaff  Monthly 
Meeting.  It  saw  many  members  and 
attenders  involved  in  activities  of  the  Meet- 
ing and  saw  our  meeting,  too,  involved  in  a 
wide  range  of  activity.  We  continued  to  re- 
joice in  maintaining  increased  participation, 
typically  20  to  25  at  worship,  often  more, 
including  children. 

The  Meeting  struggled  with  how  to 
begin  taking  an  active  part  in  the  move- 
ment for  peace  and  how  to  make  progress 
together  in  Friends  Peace  Testimony. 
Through  participants  from  the  Meeting, 
Flagstaff  Meeting  established  liaison  with 
the  community’s  Coalition  for  Justice  and 
Peace  and  helped  in  forming  The  Interfaith 
Community  of  Flagstaff.  These  groups 
lead  and  coordinate  peace  work.  We  par- 
ticipated in  a community  rally  for  peace, 
purchased  a large,  permanent  banner  pro- 
claiming “There  is  no  way  to  peace.  Peace 
is  the  way”  and  placed  it  on  the  front  of  our 
meeting  house  as  a continuous  statement. 

We  continued  as  a meeting  to  work  to- 
gether on  our  spiritual  life.  In  January  we 
held  a weekend  retreat  with  this  focus  at 
the  unique  setting  of  Arcosanti  community 
in  spacious  open  country  halfway  down 
toward  the  Valley  of  the  Sun.  Robert 
Griswold  from  Denver  was  our  guest  retreat 
leader.  We  examined  together  our  spiritual 
“condition”  as  we  experience  it  being  spo- 
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ken  to  and  as  Quaker  thought  has  explained 
it. 

In  the  Flagstaff  area  community,  we 
found  new  undertakings.  At  the  Flagstaff 
Family  Food  Center,  which  prepares  daily 
evening  meals  for  those  needing  them, 
some  Meeting  members  and  attenders 
worked  on  enhancing  the  children’s  read- 
ing room,  a place  for  after-school  and 
evening  activities.  In  the  community  also, 
the  Meeting  began  in  2002  having  a repre- 
sentative go  monthly  to  the  Northern  Ari- 
zona Inter-Religious  Association,  to  which 
pastors  and  leaders  from  religious  bodies 
of  all  kinds  are  invited. 

Pima  Meeting  hsd  worked  with  many 
Quaker  organizations  at  the  regional  and 
national  level,  and  on  national  legislation 
in  many  areas.  Our  relationship  with  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee/Ari- 
zona Area  has  been  near  symbiotic  in  our 
close  agreement  of  goals  in  many  areas.  We 
have  been  pleased  at  the  smooth  transi- 
tion in  AFSC/ Arizona  Area’s  staff  leader- 
ship. We  have  continued  in  our  attempts 
to  alleviate  suffering  of  migrants  crossing 
the  border  both  through  direct  assistance 
such  as  that  by  members  participating  in 
the  “Samaritan  Patrol”  (for  whom  the  Meet- 
ing approved  a letter  of  support)  and 
through  the  efforts  of  our  Released  Friend 
Juan  Pascoe  to  arrange  contacts  between 
officials  of  the  Mexican  and  US  govern- 
ments to  seek  longer  term  regularization  of 
migrant  labor. 

The  meetinghouse  has  undergone 
more  needed  improvements,  and  Friends 
have  worked  well  together  in  dealing  with 
practical  problems  that  have  arisen.  Com- 
mittees have  done  an  excellent  job  in  fulfill- 
ing their  goals,  including  sustaining  mem- 
bership. Currently  there  are  ninety-two 
members  and  four  sojourning  members  and 
many  active  attenders. 

Our  Spotlight  series  continues  as  Friends 
are  invited  to  tell  their  spiritual  journeys.  Video 
and  audio  recordings  of  these  presentations 
also  enrich  our  archival  library  holdings. 

We  have  enjoyed  sitting  as  a gathered 
Meeting  in  harmony  without  denying  our  dif- 
ferences, resolving  them  in  creative  ways.  It 
has  been  a good  year  for  Pima  Monthly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

The  Cascabel  Worship  Group 
(CWG)  is  under  the  care  of  Pima  Monthly 
Meeting  in  Tucson,  Arizona.  It  meets  in  a 
rural  area  called  “Cascabel”  (local  Spanish 
for  “rattler”)  which  is  east  of  the  Rincon 


Mountains  along  the  central  part  of  the  San 
Pedro  River. 

CWG  began  meeting  regularly  in  1996. 
Now  meetings  for  worship  are  held  at  1 0:00 
AM  on  four  Sundays  a month.  We  meet  in 
six  of  our  homes. 

We  try  to  make  our  individual  and  com- 
munity lives  concrete  expressions  of  our 
commitment  to  the  Spirit  of  Love  and  Truth, 
Simplicity  and  Service. 

For  example,  Candy  Boyd  has  been  re- 
leased by  her  meeting  to  work  under  a con- 
cern for  the  welfare  of  North  American  In- 
dians; she  is  a founder  of  Project  Lakota. 
Mike  Gray  is  staff  for  the  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting/American  Friends  Service 
Committee  Joint  Service  Project.  Their  work 
takes  them  from  the  Dakotas  to  Mexico,  but 
they  call  Cascabel  home. 

Land  redemption  is  clearly  a focus  of 
most  of  the  members  of  our  worship  group. 
For  some  of  us,  this  is  a faith-based  con- 
cern; some  others  would  not  describe  their 
commitment  in  the  same  way.  And  we  work 
in  every  project  with  those  who  are  not 
Friends  or  attenders  but  who  share  our  con- 
cern for  the  environment  in  general  and  for 
the  redemption  of  specific  lands  in  Casca- 
bel in  particular. 

A second  project  to  which  most  of  us 
devote  time,  money,  and  effort  is  the  Cas- 
cabel Hermitage  Association  (CHA),  a non- 
profit corporation  founded  with  the  imagi- 
native and  practical  help  of  Pima  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Six  of  our  CWG  members  are  devoted 
full  or  part  time  to  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  CHA  land  and  its  three  programs. 

Cochise  Friends  Worship  Group  still 
take  care  of  our  Mexican  project,  bringing 
food  and  clothing  over  the  border  during 
Easter,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  The 
receivers  are  the  poor  parish,  the  Asilium, 
and  the  Orphanage  in  Agua  Prieta.  At  Dou- 
glas we  support  the  House  of  Hope  with 
children’s  clothes  brought  from  Michigan 
by  Helen  Fritzsche. 

We  take  part  in  vigils  of  the  World  Citi- 
zen Group  for  Peace  and  Justice.  They  meet 
close  to  the  border  carrying  wooden 
crosses  with  the  name  of  a human  being 
found  dead  in  the  Sonoran  desert.  In  spring 
of 2002  the  number  of  deaths  reported  was 
1,800  altogether.  We  made  it  possible  that 
Judy  Plank,  a dedicated  Quaker  and  at- 
tendee of  our  group,  could  join  the  study 
tpur  looking  into  the  problem  on  both  sides 
of  the  border,  visiting  the  wall  erected  to 


stop  illegal  immigrants  from  coming  into  the 
US.  They  also  visited  the  headquarters  of 
the  Border  Patrol. 

Almost  all  of  our  attenders  come  from 
the  Arizona  Friends  Settlement  close  to 
Douglas  founded  by  Roy  and  Ruth  Stucky. 
The  project  is  increasing  and  new  houses 
are  being  built.  The  Spiveys  are  visiting 
the  prison  in  Safford  and  building  projects 
in  Mexico.  Six  to  15  Friends  and  attenders 
gather  at  our  Meeting  for  Worship.  We  also 
help  needy  people  in  our  neighborhood. 

Tempe  Monthly  Meeting  continues 
to  seek  a spiritual  focus  as  we  face  the  trou- 
bling times  existing  in  our  world. 

We  have  been  energized  by  two 
weekend  retreats.  Carolyn  Schodt  from 
Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  led  a retreat 
of  the  Spiritual  Formation  Program  in  No- 
vember. Twenty-three  members  are  com- 
mitted to  a daily  spiritual  discipline,  to 
meet  once  a month  in  small  group  spiri- 
tual sharing  and  to  attend  a combined 
large  group  discussion  of  the  month’s 
readings.  The  Meeting’s  annual  spiritual 
retreat,  focusing  on  “Discernment”,  was 
led  by  Patricia  Loring,  author  of  Listen- 
ing Spirituality. 

A new  Outreach  Committee  is  facilitat- 
ing the  sharing  of  information  about 
Friends’  beliefs  and  activities,  within  the 
Meeting  and  in  the  community.  This  in- 
cludes the  development  of  our  website, 
<www.  tempequakers . com> . 

The  Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Com- 
mittee arranged  a meeting  at  which  Jean 
Zaru,  Ramallah  (Palestine)  Friends  Meet- 
ing, shared  her  experiences. 

The  meetinghouse  has  been  enlarged, 
a covered  breezeway  connects  us  to  the 
three  new  classrooms.  We  are  now  furnish- 
ing the  new  space  and  planning  the  land- 
scaping for  the  adjacent  area. 

Our  First  Day  School  continues  to 
grow,  with  twelve  children  of  elementary 
school  age,  several  preschoolers  and  sev- 
eral of  middle  school  and  high  school  age. 
A number  of  dedicated  Friends  work  with| 
our  children,  teaching  Quaker  history,  be- 
liefs and  testimonies,  the  Bible,  and  other 
faith  traditions. 

The  Meeting  welcomed  two  new  mem- 
bers, one  by  transfer  and  one  by 
convincement.  We  celebrated  the  arrival  of 
one  baby  and  three  children  by  adoption. 
The  Meeting  now  has  79  adults  and  seven 
children  under  the  age  of  18  years  in 
membership.  □ 
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Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting 
in  Pictures 


Above:  worship  sharing  group:  upper  right:  Eric  Wright  playing  guitar;  middle  right, 
Eleanor  Dart  and  Phyllis  Hoge;  lower  left , Charles  Fox  (Gila  Meeting ) in  the  center  with  the 
Faith  and  Practice  committee;  lower  right , Emily  Box  ( wife  of  Chris  Viavant)  with  Ginger 
Viavant,  age  seven  months,  the  youngest  attender  of  Yearly  Meeting. 


12 


July-August  2003  Friends  Bulletin 


It's  heaven  with  angels 
and  everything.  Friendship 
is  divine  and  there's  a lot 


of  it  here. 
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Upper  left,  Todd  Vandenbark,  playing  guitar; 
upper  right,  dancing  led  by  Eric  Wright;  middle 
left,  Juan  Pascoe  and  Jorge  Martinez  Garza 
( Mexico  City  Meeting );  middle  right,  Raging 
Grannies  and  Grandpas  for  Peace,  led  by  Nancy 
Taylor;  lower  left,  Young  Friend  making  a doll 
for  a poor  family;  middle  right,  Maggie  Wigdon 
(daughter  of  Julie)  with  peace  sign ; lower  right. 
Young  Friends  spoof  their  parents  preoccupa- 
tion with  politically  correct  food. 


Memorial  Minutes 


Katherine  Dugan  died  April  2, 2002,  in  the 
Fraser  Meadows  Manor  Health  Care  Center  in 
Boulder,  CO.  She  was  bom  February  9,  1915, 
in  Park  River,  North  Dakota. 

She  received  a Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  in 
Dietetics  from  Iowa  State  University  in  Ames, 
Iowa.  Kay  worked  as  a dietician  at  Syracuse 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and 
a Abbot  Hospital  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

She  married  James  Dugan  in  1 940.  They 
had  two  children,  Tom  Dugan  and  Ann  Dugan 
Stacy.  They  moved  to  Boulder,  CO,  in  1946. 
Kay’s  family  was  the  delight  of  her  life.  She 
was  devoted  to  her  two  granddaughters,  Chris- 
tina and  Jennifer  Stacy,  and  brought  them  with 
her  to  Meeting  many  times.  The  entire  family 
traveled  to  Ireland  in  1990  to  celebrate  the  50th 
wedding  anniversary  of  Kay  and  Jim,  a trip 
much  enjoyed  and  remembered  by  all. 

Kay  and  Jim  became  members  of  Boulder 
Friends  Meeting  in  1980. 

Kay  was  an  outstanding  hostess  and  shared 
her  home  and  wonderful  meals  with  many 
people.  She  was  a kind  and  gentle  person,  al- 
ways interested  in  helping  others.  In  the  last 
years  of  her  life,  when  her  health  was  failing, 
she  remained  cheerful  and  sweet-natured. 

A memorial  service  to  celebrate  Kay’s  life 
was  held  April  6,  2002,  at  the  Boulder  Friends 
Meetinghouse. 

Harold  Walton  was  bom  on  August  25, 
1912,  in  Cornwall,  England.  He  passed  away 
on  June  1 7, 2002.  He  received  his  Ph.D.  in  chem- 
istry from  Exeter  College  in  Oxford,  England, 
before  coming  to  the  United  States  to  do 
postdoctoral  work  at  Princeton  University. 

Harold  met  Sadie  Goodman  in  England, 
where  she  was  on  a vacation  pilgrimage.  They 
married  in  1938  under  the  care  of  Ithaca  Friends 
Meeting  in  New  York.  The  Waltons  moved  to 
Mount  Holly,  New  Jersey,  where  Harold  once 
said  they  lived  “in  the  spiritual  presence  of  John 
Woolman.” 

After  working  briefly  as  a research  chem- 
ist, Harold  became  a professor  at  Northwest- 
ern University,  and  the  Waltons  attended 
Evanston  Meeting.  In  1947,  Harold  received  an 
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appointment  as  chemistry  professor  at  the 
University  of  Colorado.  He  taught  at  CU  until 
his  retirement  and  chaired  the  chemistry  de- 
partment from  1962  to  1966.  Harold  often 
spoke  of  his  love  of  chemistry,  as  well  as  his 
love  of  teaching  and  doing  research.  Harold’s 
teaching  extended  beyond  CU;  with  his  fluency 
in  Spanish,  German,  and  French,  he  used  his 
sabbaticals  to  teach  in  Peru,  Venezuela,  Sudan 
and  France.  He  also  wrote  several  widely  used 
textbooks. 

He  stayed  active  as  professor  emeritus  and 
at  age  83  was  awarded  the  University  of  Colo- 
rado Medal  and  described  as  “one  of  the  20* 
Century’s  preeminent  analytical  chemists  in  the 
field  of  ion  exchange  and  liquid  chromatogra- 
phy.” He  belonged  to  the  American  Chemical 
Society,  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  the  Royal  Society  of 
Chemistry,  the  Chemical  Society  of  Peru,  and 
the  Faraday  Society.  He  served  on  the  Denver 
Water  Board  Advisory  Committee  on  Water 
Reuse,  Analytical  and  Health  Effects. 

Harold  and  Sadie  were  founding  members 
of  the  Boulder  Friends  Meeting,  which  started 
in  their  living  room.  They  both  served  the  Meet- 
ing faithfully  until  their  deaths,  Sadie  being  Clerk 
of  the  Meeting  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  1 987. 
Harold’s  ministry  in  Meeting  for  Worship  was 
a special  gift  that  will  be  deeply  missed.  He 
loved  poetry  and  the  Bible,  and  was  able  to 
recite  from  memory  the  Psalms  and  the  poems 
of  John  Milton. 

He  was  an  avid  bicyclist  and  climber;  a 
member  of  the  American  Alpine  Club,  the  Ex- 
plorers Club,  the  Colorado  Mountain  Club,  and 
a founding  member  of  Rocky  Mountain  Res- 
cue. Harold’s  passion  for  climbing  led  him  in 
the  1950s  to  the  Peruvian  Andes,  where  he  ac- 
complished a first  ascent.  During  his  numerous 
subsequent  trips  to  the  Peruvian  mountains,  he 
made  many  friends  there.  In  later  life,  when  his 
eyesight  was  failing,  Harold  delighted  in  being 
taken  by  one  of  his  grandsons  to  hike  in  Peru 
once  again. 

Harold  had  a deep  love  of  classical  music, 
especially  opera.  It  was  at  an  event  for  opera 
aficionados  that  he  met  Catherine  Jackson,  who 
became  his  dear  companion  for  12  years. 

Despite  his  many  accomplishments, 
Harold  had  an  authentic  humility,  best  described 
by  the  words  of  his  late  daughter,  Elizabeth: 
“He  assumed  that  what  he  did  was  simply  an 
expression  of  the  best  of  being  human  - rather 
than  a rare,  sole  talent.” 

Harold  Walton  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  James  Walton  of  Pagosa  Springs,  and 
Daniel  Walton  of  Tamarac,  Florida;  a sis- 
ter, Mary  Michinski  of  North  Babylon,  NY; 
three  grandchildren,  William  Caile,  Ben- 
jamin Blaugrund,  and  Daniel  Blaugrund; 
two  great-grandchildren;  and  his  compan- 
ion, Catherine  Jackson.  He  was  preceded 
in  death  by  his  wife,  Sadie,  in  1987  and  his 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Caile,  in  1998.  □ 
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Quaker 

Peace  Testimony 
in  Times  of 
Terrorism 

by  Robert  Griswold 


Published  by  Friends  Bulletin  2003 


Afaw  P&mpAlqt 
by  Colorado  Priqnd 

TX/hen  Robert  Griswold,  clerk  of  the 

V V Board  of  Friends  Bulletin,  recently 
gave  talks  about  the  Friends  ’ Peace  Testi- 
mony at  Boulder,  CO,  Meeting  and  at 
Santa  Monica,  CA,  Meeting,  we  received 
so  many  request  for  copies  of  his  talk  that 
it  was  placed  on-line  at  westernquaker.net, 
the  Friends  Bulletin  website.  His  talk  was 
also  quoted  at  length  by  Rolene  Walker  in 
her  introductory  remarks  to  the  historic 
Peace  Gathering  which  took  place  at 
Guilford  College  in  North  Carolina  in 
January,  2003,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 
(FWCC)  (see  FB,  May,  2003,  p.  6). 

Griswold 's  message  spoke  to  the  condi- 
tion of  many  Friends  and  seems  enduringly 
relevant  because  he  deals  not  with  superfi- 
cial political  issues,  but  with  the  underlying 
spiritual  concerns  raised  by  current  US  poli- 
cies towards  terrorism  and  war. 

For  this  reason,  we  have  decided  to 
publish  Griswold's  talk  as  the  second  in 
our  pamphlet  series  (see  pp.  22-23  of  this 
issue).  Copies  of  this  pamphlet  may  be  or- 
dered for  $4  each  from  Friends  Bulletin, 
3303  Raintree  Ave,  Torrance  CA,  90505. 
Excerpts  are  published  here  below. 

Delusions  of 
Counter-Terrorists 

The  proponents  of  counter-terrorism 
clearly  suffer  from  delusions.  They  think 
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they  are  following  a different  ideology  than 
their  enemy.  They  aren’t.  They  think  that 
they  can  achieve  their  goals  through  the 
ideology  that  guides  them.  They  can’t. 
They  believe  that  they  are  not  motivated 
by  a base  desire  for  power.  They  are. 

History  shows  where  these  delusions 
have  led.  They  have  not  led  to  peace.  There 
have  only  been  wars  and  the  maneuvering 
for  position  that  will  enable  the  next  war. 
What  has  been  called  peace  has  been  merely 
the  temporary  cessation  of  armed  conflict 
until  various  factions  build  up  their  re- 
sources again.  Persuading  us  that  these 
brief  intervals  between  the  more  violent  epi- 
sodes is  peace  is  part  of  what  the  counter- 
terrorist delusional  system  needs  to  main- 
tain itself.  It  is  part  of  what  Friends  need  to 
get  out  of  their  minds  to  be  true  to  their 
peace  testimony.  This  delusion  makes  it 
possible  to  promote  the  lie  that  war  pro- 
duces peace.  George  Orwell’s 
“doublespeak”  is  alive  and  well.  The  delu- 
sional system  of  the  counter-terrorist  is  a 
closed  delusional  system.  There  is  no  cure 
for  the  delusions  of  counter-terrorism 
within  that  system.  The  response  of 
Friends  has  been  and  must  be  outside  of 
that  system. 

The  Truth  Within 
That  Leads  to  Peace 

The  Friends  peace  testimony  is  based 
on  the  Truth  discovered  within.  This  Truth 
is  that  beneath  the  fears  and  lusts  and  no- 
tions of  our  lives  is  a reality  that  can  be 
trusted  as  the  authority  by  which  we  can 
live  and  want  to  live.  This  is  a sacred  real- 
ity that  we  have  called  the  Light  within, 
Christ  within,  the  still  small  voice  or  God. 
Invariably  this  Light  shows  us  that  we  have 
been  living  a life  guided  by  a false  author- 
ity, our  ego.  The  light  shows  us  a new  guide 
and,  by  that  experience,  shows  us  that  there 
is  a divine  place  in  others  that  can  be  an- 
swered. Friends  come  to  their  peace  testi- 
mony only  after  a change  inside  requires 
them  to  follow  a new  authority. 

If  the  resistance  of  Friends  to  violence 
is  merely  based  on  a ‘peaceful’  ideology, 
that  resistance  will  turn  bitter  and  hateful 
when  those  following  the  counter-terrorist 
ideology  don’t  quickly  change  their  ways. 
The  only  resistance  to  the  counter-terror- 
ist ideology  that  can  hope  to  change  things 
must  be  one  that  begins  with  a change  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  are  part  of  the  re- 


sistance. This  change  of  heart  will  neces- 
sarily involve  a great  deal  of  painful  self- 
examination.  We  cannot  become  peacemak- 
ers until  we  have  made  peace  with  the  suf- 
fering we  have  caused  ourselves  and  oth- 
ers guided  by  the  false  authority  of  our  ego. 
And  we  have  to  make  peace  with  the  suf- 
fering that  we  will  have  to  endure  facing  a 
violent  world. 

Violence  toward  others  must  be  re- 
nounced in  the  soul  and  the  heart  before 
nonviolence  can  be  considered  in  the  mind. 
Only  when  we  have  the  security  of  divine 
love  working  in  our  lives  can  we  be  free  to 
let  go  of  violence  and  anger.  The  Friends 
peace  testimony  is  based  on  the  knowledge 
that  grows  out  of  a spiritual  discipline.  It  is 
a spiritual  discipline  that  manifests  itself  in 
nonviolence  and  respect  and  caring  toward 
all  people  (even  those  in  the  throes  of  a 
violent  and  delusional  ideology).  Without 
the  convincement  that  lets  us  out  of  our 
condition  of  bondage  to  the  ego,  we  will 
be  “resounding  gongs  and  clanging  cym- 
bals” without  the  power  of  love.  There  can 
be  no  effective  action  directed  toward  end- 
ing violence  unless  that  action  is  taken  by 
people  who  have  let  go  of  the  violence  we 
all  carry  inside.  Only  a spiritual  discipline 
can  make  a meaningful  witness  for  peace 
possible.  The  silent  worship  of  Friends  is  a 
discipline  that  can  serve  this  purpose  if  we 


use  it  to  let  go  of  the  ego’s  authority  and 
open  ourselves  to  what  is  there  when  the 
ego  lets  go.  This  is  the  Light  Within  and 
the  knowledge  of  this  Light  frees  us  for 
taking  a path  of  peace. 

Those  fit  for  peacemaking  are  those 
who  have  come  to  a place  where  terrorists 
hold  no  terror.  For  Friends  this  means  mov- 
ing into  and  staying  with  the  Light  within. 
The  fact  is  that  all  of  us,  living  in  a society 
that  embraces  violence  and  intimidation  as 
the  means  to  resolve  conflicts,  have  ab- 
sorbed that  ideology  into  our  egos  whether 
we  think  we  have  or  not.  The  peace  testi- 
mony of  Friends  is  based  in  a personal  ex- 
perience of  Divine  Love.  This  experience 
makes  us  aware  that  our  basic  condition 
prior  to  this  experience  was  no  different  than 
that  of  the  counter-terrorist.  When  we  are 
touched  by  Divine  Love  we  learn  that  we 
have  been  afraid  to  not  be  afraid.  Are  you 
afraid  to  let  go  of  your  fear?  Being  afraid  to 
let  go  of  fear  as  a motivation  is  exactly  the 
condition  of  the  counter-terrorist.  To  have 
fear  as  your  base  motivation  is  to  be  un- 
able to  love.  The  peacemaker  breaks  the 
cycle  of  counter-terrorist  violence  by  mak- 
ing a place  where  it  is  safe  to  love  and  not 
be  afraid  of  loving.  Only  when  we  have 
come  to  the  place  where  we  are  guided  by 
love  rather  than  the  fear  and  anger  inside 
us  are  we  fit  to  be  peacemakers.  □ 
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Quaker  terms,  doctrine,  practices,  and  how  Quakerism  relates 
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Christian  Discipleship  & Living  in  the  Spirit 

Examine  the  Christian  faith  journey  from  commitment  to  mission. 


Earn  graduate  credit  or  simply  audit  courses  to  meet  your  need. 

Courses  are  open  to  students  seeking  degrees  or 
continuing  education. 

Want  to  learn  more  about  your  theological  education  options ? 
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Prison 

Visitation 


An  Interview  with 
Jeannie  Graves 

Jeannie  Graves  wears  many  hats.  For  the 
past  six  years  she  has  served  on  the  Board 
o/Friends  Bulletin  as  clerk,  business  con- 
sultant, and  fundraiser.  She  is  the  founder 
and  CEO  of  Claim  Net,  Inc.,  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  Quaker  circles,  and  a proud 
grandmother.  And  on  top  of  everything, 
she  devotes  untold  hours  to  her  volunteer 
position  as  a Prison  Visitation  and  Sup- 
port (PVS)  National  Visitor.  * But  you  can 
be  sure  that  no  matter  what  role  she ’s  per- 
forming, she  brings  along  exuberant 
laughter  and  rich,  colorful  stories.  The 
following  interview  conducted  by  April 
Rosenbum  first  appeared  in  The  Visitor 
(Spring  2003). 

Who  are  you  in  PVS?  What  do  you  do? 

I’m  a National  Visitor,  and  for  many  years  I 
was  a local  visitor  at  the  Metropolitan  De- 
tention Center  in  Los  Angeles.  I recently 
moved  to  Seattle.  My  traveling  with  my 
company  allows  me  to  do  the  national  vis- 
iting. Lately,  I have  been  visiting  every  few 
months  at  USP  Atwater  in  California.  We’ve 
got  twenty-one  prisoners  there  who  want 
visits,  so  it’s  overwhelming.  Most  of  those 
prisoners  were  visited  by  PVS  in  other  pris- 
ons and  now  have  been  moved  to  Atwater. 
As  more  prisons  are  built,  prisoners  get 
transferred.  The  good  news  is,  we  have  just 
appointed  a new  visitor  to  Atwater  so  I look 
forward  to  taking  him  in  soon.  The  bad  news 
is,  he  probably  can  only  visit  four  or  five 
prisoners.  There  is  a huge  need  for  more 
visitors,  and  they’re  hard  to  find.  I give 
video  presentations  to  any  group  that 
wants  to  know  more  about  PVS.  I recruit 
and  interview  prospective  visitors  and 
when  they’re  appointed  I may  be  the  one 
to  take  them  in  for  their  first  visit. 


For  more  info  about  PVS  contact  Eric 
Corson  at  1501  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia 
PA  19102.  Phone:  215-241-7117. 


When  was  the  first  time  in  your  life  that 
you  started  to  think  about  prisons  and  the 
lives  of  prisoners? 

I had  been  thinking  about  visiting  for  ten 
years.  It  started  in  the  late  ‘70s.  It  was  some- 
thing that  I felt  I should  do,  and  it  seemed 
like  a real  stupid  thing  to  want  to  do,  you 
know?  People  want  to  get  out  of  prisons; 
why  would  you  want  to  get  in  and  visit?  So 
I just  ignored  it.  But  the  thought  kept  com- 
ing back  that  this  is  what  I’m  supposed  to 
do  and  over  many  years,  it  got  more  and 
more  uncomfortable  not  doing  it.  When  I 
finally  went  into  the  prison  and  the  doors 
clanged  behind  me,  it  was  like,  “Whew,  this 
is  where  I’m  supposed  to  be.”  And  it  still 
feels  like  that.  It  was  the  relief  of  doing  what 
your  deepest  heart  knows  you  must. 

I still  remember  the  first  guy  I visited. 
He  was  a motorcycle-riding,  tattooed, 
tough,  middle-aged  guy;  and  I had  to  work 
really  hard  to  find  something  in  common 
with  him  to  talk  about.  Our  life  experiences 
were  very  different.  Our  humor  was  very 
different.  It  was  a real  challenge.  But  he 
kept  coming  out  to  visit.  And  that’s  the 
bottom  line,  really.  Do  they  keep  coming?  I 
always  remember  that  prisoners  have  to  go 
through  an  intensive  and  humiliating  body 
search  in  order  to  come  out,  and  anybody 
who’s  willing  to  do  that  for  a visit,  I feel 
honors  me  with  their  presence.  The  sec- 
ond guy  that  first  day  was  someone  who 
really  felt  like  a kindred  spirit. 

But  I don’t  necessarily  ever  know  what 
it  means  to  somebody  else  to  have  that  visit. 
For  some  people  it  may  be  the  opportunity 


to  get  off  their  floor,  to  see  families 
with  children,  maybe  just  a chance 
to  air  what’s  bothering  them,  or  to 
have  a light  conversation  with  some- 
one that  doesn’t  matter.  No  PVS  visi- 
tor is  ever  going  to  use  information 
for  personal  advantage.  The  PVS 
visitor  is  safe  and  when  prisoners 
leam  that,  it  gives  us  a special  sta- 
tus. There  are  ways  in  which  we  even 
have  an  advantage  over  the  families 
because  PVS  visitors  who  visit  over 
time  get  to  know  the  prison — we  hear 
the  stories,  the  latest  gossip,  what’s 
happening  in  the  kitchen.  We  get  a 
feeling  for  the  daily  life  in  the  prison, 
just  from  the  stories  they  tell  us.  The 
families  don’t  really  have  that;  and 
they  also  may  have  their  own  expec- 
tations, hope,  anger,  grief,  and  all  of 
that  which  they  lay  on  the  prisoner  right 
along  with  the  love  that  brings  them  there. 
We  just  visit.  And  that’s  where  our  status 
is  unique.  I love  PVS.  PVS  is  an  important 
part  of  my  life.  It’s  really  the  only  charitable 
work  I do,  and  as  much  as  I have  to  give,  I 
give  to  PVS.  We  can’t  offer  classes,  many 
of  us  are  therapists  but  we  can’t  heal  the 
prisoners,  many  of  us  have  a religious  back- 
ground but  we  aren’t  trying  to  change  their 
religious  views.  The  only  way  that  we  can 
reach  them  is  through  the  chance  to  talk 
together  as  two  people,  one  on  one.  It  al- 
ways amazes  me  the  power  that  this  gift  of 
conversation  has,  both  on  them  and  on  me. 

How  did  you  get  started  working  with 
PVS? 

A friend  of  mine  had  invited  me  to  a Quaker 
dialogue.  The  question  that  day  was,  “How 
do  we  respond  to  the  call  to  service?”  and 
when  it  came  my  time  to  answer,  I just 
started  crying.  Because  all  I could  say  was, 
“I  haven’t  responded.  I know  what  I’m  sup- 
posed to  do,  and  I haven’t  done  it.”  Unfor- 
tunately, when  I cry  it  isn’t  little  dainty  tear- 
drops trickling  down:  it’s  snuffling  and 
snorting,  a very  loud,  wet,  red  experience. 
It  was  awful.  But  afterwards,  one  of  the 
other  people  in  the  circle,  Hermione  Baker, 
came  up  to  me  and  said,  “I  can  help  you  get 
into  the  prison.”  And  she  did.  She  was  the 
one  that  connected  me  with  PVS.  I was  in- 
terviewed by  [former  visitor  recruiter]  Eva 
O’Diam,  and  I said,  “I’ll  commit  to  the  mini- 
mum number  of  visits,  but  I can’t  commit 
beyond  that.”  She  said,  very  mildly,  “That’s 
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fine,  but  I’ll  tell  you  that  I think  you’re  one 
of  the  ones  who  will  stick  with  it.”  That 
was  in  1 989  and  I often  say  that  I now  think 
that  I may  be  serving  a ‘life  sentence.’ 

Did  you  come  in  with  any  preconceived 
ideas  about  prison  life,  or  prisoners?  How 
did  visiting  change  your  understanding? 

I had  no  idea  about  anything!  The  pris- 
oners teach  us  what  it’s  like  to  live  in  a 
closed  environment  where  your  safety 
is  in  jeopardy  at  any  moment.  Where 
the  boredom  is  excruciating,  where 
nothing  happens  faster  than  a walk. 
Where  you  don’t  have  the  opportunity 
to  keep  up  with  changes  in  a rapidly 
changing  social  system.  When  they 
come  out,  they’re  clueless.  How  do  you 
cross  a street?  Those  cars  are  whip- 
ping by  so  fast.  Everything  is  comput- 
erized now,  the  bank  teller,  the  grocery 
store.  Somebody  who’s  been  in  for 
years  has  to  catch  up  on  all  of  that. 
They’re  like  immigrants  from  a Third 
World  country,  where  everything  is 
manual,  everything  is  slow. 

I guess  I did  have  some  ideas — not 
about  prison,  but  about  prisoners,  and  in 
my  arrogance,  my  preconception  was  that 
you’d  have  to  be  pretty  dumb  to  break  the 
law  and  get  into  jail.  I was  expecting  to  meet 
a population  of  pretty  dumb  people,  and  of 
course  that  isn’t  true  at  all.  I have  seen  the 
whole  ‘bell  curve’  of  intelligence,  of  musi- 
cal abilities,  humor,  and  artistic  talent.  I’ve 
visited  more  than  400  people,  and  I’ve  seen 
a frequent  pattern — high  intelligence,  low 
self-esteem,  and  unreasonable  expecta- 
tions that  make  them  ready  to  give  up  at 
the  first  intimation  of  failure.  And  that’s  a 
very  difficult  pattern  to  break  out  of.  Maybe 
one  thing  PVS  visits  do  is  that  just  by  com- 
ing back  month  after  month  to  visit,  we  give 
people  a visceral  message  that  they  have 
value. 

An  amazing  thing  happened  to  me  at 
the  2001  PVS  workshop  in  Colorado.  I in- 
troduced myself  to  a prisoner.  I said,  ‘Hello, 
I’m  Jeannie.”  He  said,  “Jeannie  Graves?”  It 
turned  out  I’d  visited  him  years  ago.  One 
of  the  things  he  said  to  me  was,  “When 
you  visited  me,  I walked  away  from  one  of 
the  visits  thinking,  ‘She  sees  me  as  a hu- 
man being.’  Why  am  I acting  like  an  ani- 
mal?” And  he  changed  himself.  He’s  taken 
classes.  He’s  helped  other  people  learn  to 
read.  He’s  learned  to  crochet  and  makes 


stuffed  animals  for  children.  This  man  is  in 
prison  but  he  has  a life.  I’m  so  proud  of 
him 

Can  you  share  some  of  the  funniest  expe- 
riences you  ’ve  had  in  PVS ? 

Oh,  God,  I have  funny  experiences  all  the 
time.  I was  visiting  a guy  who  was  in  there 
for  robbing  banks.  We  were  talking  about 
what  he  might  do  when  he  got  out.  He  men- 
tioned possibly  building  a small  business. 
I said  slyly,  “Maybe  you  could  get  a loan.” 
And  he  said,  “Yeah,  their  Preferred  Cus- 
tomer plan.”  Picture  him  going  back  to  the 
bank  and  saying,  “Excuse  me,  the  last  time 
I was  here  I robbed  you,  but  now  I’d  like  a 
loan.” 

What's  been  the  most  profoundly  moving 
experience  you ’ve  had? 

The  one  that  comes  to  mind  right  now  is 
when  a young  woman  was  talking  to  me 
about  her  children,  (and,  of  course,  many 
of  the  women  prisoners  are  mothers).  She 
was  saying  that  her  two-year-old  doesn’t 
know  her  anymore,  and  calls  this  woman’s 
mother  ‘Mama.  ’ And  she  knew  that  she  was 
lucky  that  her  child  had  someone  to  call 
‘Mama.’  But  it  was  heartbreaking  that  it 
wasn’t  her.  That  reminds  me  of  another 
women,  whose  children  were  in  a small  vil- 
lage in  Mexico.  When  she  was  imprisoned, 
the  father  abandoned  them.  They  were  liv- 
ing with  the  grandmother  and  there  was  not 
enough  food.  And  there  was  nothing  she 
could  do.  I don’t  know  what  happened  af- 
ter that  because  she  was  transferred.  That’s 
part  of  being  a PVS  visitor,  letting  go.  Es- 
pecially in  prisons  where  there’s  a high  turn- 
over and  we  don’t  get  to  visit  for  long.  It’s 
a constant  process  of  recruiting  new  pris- 
oners to  visit  and  letting  go  of  those  you’ve 
connected  to.  I know  that  we  become  dear 
to  them,  but  they  are  also  dear  to  us.  Let- 
ting go  is  hard. 

When,  in  your  everyday,  non-PVS  life,  do 
you  notice  PVS  knowledge  spilling  over 
into  other  parts  of  your  life? 

For  one  thing,  I’m  constantly  looking  at 
people  that  I meet  as  potential  visitors,  and 
no  one  is  safe.  Then  too,  people  will  make 
dhance  comments  about  prisons  or  prison- 
ers or  something,  and  I’ll  speak  up.  Prison- 
ers are  throwaway  people  in  our  society. 


There  are  so  many  citizens  who  would  be 
glad  to  lock  them  up  and  throw  away  the 
key.  But  the  truth  is  that  the  key  is  not 
thrown  away,  and  these  prisoners  will  be 
back  in  society.  And  my  question  for  those 
people  is,  “How  do  you  want  the  prisoners 
to  be  when  they  get  back?  Is  it  more  impor- 
tant to  punish  them,  or  more  important  to 
rehabilitate  them?” 

After  fourteen  years  of  visiting,  what  wis- 
dom do  you  have  that  you  think  might  be 
of  use  to  newer  visitors? 

Call  Eric  [Corson],  coordinator  of  PVS!  I 
burned  up  the  phone  lines  those  first  few 
years,  and  he’ll  attest  to  that.  When  in 
doubt,  ask!  Especially  when  you’re  a new 
visitor,  you  see  how  the  prisoners  need  so 
much  more  than  what  we  can  give  them. 
But  only  visit,  because  it’s  much  more  im- 
portant that  you  be  able  to  keep  your  bal- 
ance mentally  and  emotionally  and  be  able 
to  continue  visiting,  than  to  do  too  much 
and  risk  not  only  your  own  burnout  but 
inadvertently  do  something  that  would  put 
the  PVS  program  itself  at  risk.  We  are  visi- 
tors: that  means  that  we  are  privileged 
guests  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  and 
the  Department  of  Defense.  We  need  to 
remember  that;  it’s  not  a right.  And  the  mis- 
sion of  the  prison  is  security,  not  visita- 
tion— so  things  that  we  do  which  we 
wouldn’t  even  think  of  as  problematic,  be- 
cause our  intentions  are  innocent,  could 
be  seen  by  staff  as  a threat.  With  anything 
you’re  tempted  to  do,  check  with  Eric  first. 

Any  last  thoughts? 

Yes — the  heart  and  soul  of  PVS  are  the  vis- 
its with  the  prisoners.  Everything  else  we 
do  is  to  enable  that  to  happen.  But  since 
I’ve  been  a national  visitor,  one  of  the 
things  I’ve  come  to  really  appreciate  is  the 
opportunity  to  visit  with  and  interview 
other  visitors.  As  moved  as  I frequently 
am  by  the  prisoners,  I am  also  frequently 
moved  by  our  visitors.  One  of  the  things 
that  I love  about  PVS  is  the  opportunity  to 
meet,  to  get  to  know  and  to  interact  with 
other  visitors  at  the  training  sessions.  And 
as  a person  who  does  a certain  amount  of 
recruitment,  I know  how  valued  they  are,  not 
only  by  the  prisoners,  but  also  by  those  of  us 
who  are  national  visitors  and  have  the  op- 
portunity to  see  the  scope  of  what  is  happen- 
ing nationwide.  PVS  visitors  are  precious.  □ 
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Help  Wanted: 

Opportunities  for 
Quaker  Service  and 
Support 


Intermountain  YM/AFSC 
joint  Service  Project 
Summer  2003 

Help  Build  Homes  For  Native 
Americans  at  Oglala  Dakota  Res- 
ervation: July  20-August  16  and 
July  27-August  16.  Cost:  $300  in- 
cluding THE  VAN  RIDE  FROM  DENVER.  For 
details,  ontactMike  Gray,  coordinator.  2852 
W.  Gamez  Road,  Benson,  AZ.  Home:  520- 
212-4696.  Cell:  520-907-6321. 

mgray@afsc.org.  According  to  Mike  Gray: 
“Housing  is  the  most  pressing  issue 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation.  Studies  by 
the  tribe  and  the  US  census  show  much 
existing  housing  to  be  overcrowded  and 
inadequate.  Self  Help  Housing  is  one  tribal 
program  helping  members  become 
homeowners.  They  are  starting  a new 
group  of  homeowners  this  summer  and 
moving  to  a new  yard  in  Kyle.  We  have 
offered  to  help  them  move  to  the  new  site 
near  the  college  and  start  building  houses 
with  the  new  group.” 

This  has  been  a challenging  year  for 
the  IMYM/AFSC  Joint  Service  Project.  The 
war  and  the  economic  downturn  has  nega- 
tively affected  the  program,  as  it  has  many 
other  charitable  efforts.  Mike  Gray  writes: 
“Our  2002  fiscal  year  was  the  first  I ever 
finished  in  the  red.  Higher  expenses  and 
buying  our  own  van  met  the  uncertainties 
of  travel  after  the  crash  of  the  World  Trade 
Center.  Donations  were  down  and  partici- 
pant numbers  were  down.  Everything  and 
everyone  seemed  to  be  waiting  for  this  war 
to  come  and  be  over. 

“We  stayed  faithful  and  did  not  scale 
back  our  projects.  We  continued  to  work 
for  new  housing  for  the  Oglala  Lakota.  We 
continued  to  work  for  clean,  reliable  water 
and  home-produced  food  in  Mexico... We 
continued  to  provide  opportunities  for 
Quakers  and  others  to  experience  other 
cultures  and  learn  from  and  about  them.” 
If  you  wish  to  help  this  program,  join 
in  a project  or  send  a tax-deductible  dona- 
tion. 


Dollar$ 
for  Building 
Materials 

The  stage  at  the  com- 
munity center  of  the 
poblado  Maclovio 
Rojas  in  Tijuana,  Baja 
California,  Mexico,  was 
destroyed  by  a series  of 
violent  storms  in  March 
2003. 

The  back  wall  of  the 
stage  and  the  stage  itself 
were  originally  con- 
structed in  1990.  The 
entire  area  was  rein- 
forced and  painted  with 
murals  by  the  Border  Art 
WorkshopATaller  de  Arte 
Fronterizo  and  the  first 
group  of  AFSC 
summer  program  stu- 
dents in  1996. 

The  portrait  of  Maclovio 
Rojas  sits  in  the  prow  of 
Noah’s  Ark  (as  described  by  Comandante  Marcos  in  Chiapas).  Surrounded  by  sails  and 
breaking  through  large  waves,  the  ark  arrives  in  the  community. 

The  Youth  Service  Project  cosponsored  by  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting, 
AFSC,  and  Puentes  de  Amistad  hopes  to  begin  rebuilding  the  stage  with  community 
members  in  August.  Donations  for  building  materials  will  enable  it  to  continue. 

Tax  deductible  contributions  can  be  made  to  WALJO’K  Foundation-  for  STAGE 
PROJECT  and  sent  to  Puentes  de  Amistad,  8290  Appian  Way,  Sebastopol,  CA  95472- 
2102. 


Thank  you  for  making 
AFSC's  health  kit  campaign 
for  Iraq  a great  success. 

With  your  help,  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  collected  almost  20,000 
health  kits  for  Iraqis  which  were  distributed 
to  Iraqi  and  Palestinian  internally  displaced 
people,  residents  of  homes  for  the  aged, 
residents  of  Rashad  Psychiatric  Hospital 
and  patients  at  Karameh  Hospital,  orphans 
of  Dar  il  Naja  (see  photo  on  right). 

The  service  committee  is  now  solicit- 
ing INFANT  CARE  KITS  to  be  distributed 
to  clinics,  maternal  wards,  and  other  places 
so  that  new  mothers  have  a few  basics  to 
begin  life  with  their  new  children. 

Your  continued  support  is  needed. 
Contributions  of  $10  will  cover  the  cost  of 
one  kit.  You  can  also  send  the  AFSC  the 
needed  items  in  a ziplock  bag: 


• 2 receiving  blankets, 

• 1 pack  baby  washcloths, 

• 1 bar  babysoap,  and 

• 1 baby  hairbrush. 

To  find  out  more  about  AFSC  relief  ef- 
forts in  the  Middle  East  and  elsewhere,  see 
afsc.org  or  write  to:  EMAP,  1501  Cherry 
Street  Philadelphia,  PA  19102-1479 
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Blake's  Mysticism  and 
Salad  Dressing: 
Reflections  on  the 
Pendle  Hill  Experience 

by  Anne  Curo,  San  Diego,  CA 


Anne  and  Forrest  Curo  are  best  known  to 
Friends  in  the  West  for  their  dedication  to 
the  homeless  and  for  publishing  Street 
Light,  a newspaper  for  homeless  people  in 
San  Diego  (see  FB,  June  2002).  In  the  sum- 
mer of  '02.  they  began  exploring  other  pos- 
sibilities for  work  and  housing  when  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  convened  in  San  Di- 
ego. There  they  met  Deborah  Saunders,  a 
recruiter for  Pendle  Hill.  As  Anne  explains, 
“Deborah  can  be  very  persuasive  and  char- 
ismatic, and  we  were  strongly  reminded  of 
our  interest  in  attending  this  Quaker  study 
center  outside  of  Philadelphia.  So  we  im- 
mediately applied  for  work  scholarships, 
and  a couple  of  weeks  later  we  found  our- 
selves in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  "In  the  fol- 
lowing article,  Anne  describes  her  experi- 
ences at  Pendle  Hill  and  how  she  came  to 
complete  a pamphlet  on  the  prayer  of  St. 
Francis,  due  to  appear  sometime  in  the 
winter  of 2004. 

My  first  impressions  of  Pendle  Hill  were 
of  the  fascinating  varieties  of  beau- 
tiful Eastern  trees  and  frequent,  temptingly 
delicious  and  wholesome  meals.  Meetings 
for  worship  every  morning  in  the  “Bam” 
promised  sustained  spiritual  refreshment. 
The  work  assignments  soon  humbled  me  to 
my  aging  physical  body.  Everyone  (whether 
on  scholarship  or  not)  has  a daily  job  at 
meals,  a regular  weekly  cleaning  chore  and 
“Work  Morning”  every  Wednesday.  Forrest 
and  I had  a few  extra  chores  because  of  the 
“work”  aspect  of  our  scholarships.  The 
bane  of  my  existence  was  the  five  bathrooms 
I had  to  clean  twice  a week,  but  there  were 
other  jobs,  like  serving  meals  on  weekends 
in  the  conference  center,  that  I also  found 
taxing. 

Within  the  first  week  I met  Rebecca 
Kratz  Mays  who  was  then  the  publications 
editor,  and  was  soon  to  become  one  of  my 
beloved  teachers.  She  handed  me  a sheet 
of  guidelines  for  Pendle  Hill  pamphlets  and 
I recalled  an  essay  on  the  Prayer  of  St. 
Francis  I had  written  a few  years  before  and 


left  to  season  on  my  laptop.  I had 
started  writing  it  during  a Quaker  re- 
treat at  Prince  of  Peace  Benedictine 
Abby  in  Oceanside  at  the  turn  of  the 
millennium,  and  faithfully  completed 
it  in  the  weeks  that  followed  without 
any  plans  for  its  publication.  I reread  the 
essay  and  found  it  was  only  a few  hundred 
words  over  the  9,000  word  limit  for  a pam- 
phlet. So  I hacked  it  down  to  size,  made  a 
few  editorial  changes  and  submitted  it. 

Then  I became  busy  with  classes,  work 
and  getting  to  know  people.  Classes  at 
Pendle  Hill  are  like  nothing  else.  They  are, 
at  their  best,  meetings  for  worship  on  the 
occasion  for  learning. 

Although  no  grades  or  credit  are 
earned,  I was  constantly  inspired  to  study 
and  write  by  the  quality  of  the  reading  and 
writing  assignments.  Though  all  the  classes 
were  inspiring,  Dan  Snyder’s  classes  on 
prayer  and  peacemaking,  forgiveness  and 
reconciliation,  etc.  were  especially  stimulat- 
ing. Paul  Rasor’s  course  on  poverty,  reli- 
gion and  ethics,  of  course  was  a must,  be- 
cause of  my  work  with  homeless  people  in 
San  Diego  on  Street  Light,  and  I found  Paul 
to  be  a brilliant  teacher.  Of  course,  Rebecca’s 
courses  on  the  synoptic  gospels  and 
Quaker  journals  were  also  a high  point  in 
my  studies;  likewise  were  Chris  Ravendahl’s 
Bible  classes  taught  in  the  manner  of  Jew- 
ish midrash  (of  which  I had  time  to  take  only 
one — the  “Gospel  According  to  Paul”). 

I wish  I could  transport  Pendle  Hill  to 
Southern  California.  I’d  be  willing  to  leave 
some  of  the  trees  behind  if  I could  just  find 
a way  to  avoid  winter  entirely.  We’d  been 
told  that  winters  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
particularly  the  Delaware  Valley,  were  fairly 
mild.  They  lied.  Or  maybe  (as  everyone  said) 
this  was  an  unusually  severe  winter.  The 
first  snowfall  around  Thanksgiving  was 
beautiful.  I could  see  out  my  second  floor 
dormitory  window  that  everything  was 
transformed.  Then  I put  on  my  boots  and 
trudged  over  to  Main  House  for  breakfast 
and  immediately  slipped  and  fell  down.  It 


Forrest  and  Anne  Curo.  Photo  by  Steve  Jackson 


went  downhill  from  there.  I won’t  elaborate; 
you  can  use  your  imagination.  I’m  a South- 
ern California  native. 

One  aspect  of  being  on  the  East  Coast 
that  intrigued  me  was  the  proximity  to  the 
centers  of  power  in  the  United  States.  In 
Southern  California,  I have  always  felt  re- 
mote and  invisible.  So  I was  particularly 
happy  to  get  involved  in  peace  activism  in 
the  Philadelphia  area  by  signing  the  Iraqi 
Pledge  of  Resistance.  This  was  a commit- 
ment to  do  civil  disobedience  if  the  “presi- 
dent” was  so  foolish  as  to  commit  unilateral 
aggression  against  Iraq.  He  was,  and  I did. 
But  before  that  happened,  I had  the  plea- 
sure of  joining  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  on  the  streets  of  New  York  City  and 
Washington  D.C.  for  peace  marches. 

They  were  unforgettable  experiences. 
Finally,  the  morning  after  bombing  started, 
the  pledge  was  called  in,  and  I joined  over 
100  dedicated  people  in  blocking  the  en- 
trances to  the  federal  courthouse  in  down- 
town Philadelphia.  We  were  arrested  and 
spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  lockup,  singing 
and  talking  and  generally  having  a wonder- 
ful time.  We  were  released  late  that  day  with 
nothing  more  serious  than  a traffic  citation. 

Toward  the  end  of  my  second  term  here, 
the  publications  committee  met,  and  I 
learned  that  my  pamphlet  manuscript  had 
been  accepted.  I called  it  up  on  the  laptop, 
reread  it  and  discovered  that  it  wasn’t  good 
enough  to  be  published.  My  ego  wouldn’t 
allow  me  to  withdraw  it,  however.  And  some 
people  liked  it.  What  should  I do?  I didn’t 
have  time  to  completely  rewrite  it.  Festival 
Week  was  coming,  so  I decided  to  read  it 
for  my  presentation.  (Festival  Week  is  the 
last  week  of  term  during  which  each  stu- 
dent is  encouraged  to  give  a half-hour  pre- 
sentation.) I would  ask  for  feedback  and  see 
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if  ideas  came  up  that  I could  use  in  revising 
the  manuscript.  People  were  very  helpful 
with  their  suggestions. 

I did  some  serious  rewriting  incorpo- 
rating criticisms  I’d  received  from  publica- 
tions committee  members  and  from  friends 
in  the  community  who  heard  my  presenta- 
tion. I think  the  main  reason  I found  the 
manuscript  inadequate  was  that  I had  grown 
in  my  understanding  since  I had  written  it. 
But  I was  able  to  incorporate  some  of  my 
recent  insights  at  Pendle  Hill  into  the  re- 
vised manuscript.  Finally,  I’ve  had  to  let  go 
of  the  pamphlet  and  recognize  it  as  repre- 
sentative of  my  understanding  up  to  this 
point.  There’s  only  so  much  one  can  say  in 
9,000  words. 

As  I write  this,  I realize  I will  be  saying 
good-bye  to  some  wonderful  people  in  a 
few  days  and  heading  back  west.  The  most 
important  resource  Pendle  Hill  had  to  offer 
me  has  been  the  chance  to  meet  the  most 
extraordinary  people.  The  other  students 
I’ve  become  acquainted  with  here,  who 
range  in  age  between  18  and  89,  have  been 
my  teachers  in  as  solid  a sense  as  the  resi- 
dent staff  and  faculty.  Where  else  can  one 
discuss  the  mysticism  of  William  Blake  with 
the  cook  while  mixing  up  salad  dressings? 


PENDLE  HILL  JOB  OPENING 

Quaker  Studies  Teacher  Pendle 
Hill  is  seeking  applications  for  the 
position  of  Quaker  Studies  Teacher. 

The  Quaker  Studies  Teacher  is  the 
principal  Quakerism  teacher  at 
Pendle  Hill.  In  cooperation  with  the 
Dean,  faculty,  and  other  staff,  the 
Quaker  Studies  Teacher  is  respon- 
sible for  developing  a cohesive  pro- 
gram of  Quaker  studies  that  serves 
the  needs  of  participants  in  both 
Pendle  Hill’s  residential  program  and 
short-term  educational  programs. 
The  Quaker  Studies  Teacher  is  part 
of  the  core  team  of  teachers  who  help 
build  and  sustain  the  residential 
community  based  in  Pendle  Hill’s 
campus  at  Wallingford,  PA.  The 
Quaker  Studies  Teacher  must  be  a 
member  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends.  Preferred  starting  date  Janu- 
ary 1,  2004.  Inquiries  or  resumes 
should  be  sent  to  Laura  Beatty,  610- 
5664507,  ext.  131  or  800-742-3 150,  ext 
131;  laura@pendlehill.org.  Applica- 
tion deadline  October  3, 2003. 
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The  Woolman  Semester 
for  High  School  Students 
Interested  in  Peace/  Service/ 
and  the  Environment 

In  1 963  the  College  Park  Friends  Educational 
Association,  under  the  care  of  the  College 
Park  Quarterly  Meeting  in  northern  Califor- 
nia, opened  John  Woolman  School,  a sec- 
ondary boarding  and  day  high  school  in  the 
Sierra  foothills.  In  200 1 John  Woolman  School 
temporarily  suspended  operations.  The 
CPFEA,  through  an  eighteen-month  discern- 
ment process,  formed  the  Sierra  Friends  Cen- 
ter in  2002  and  will  reopen  John  Woolman 
School  in  the  Fall  of  2003  as  the  Woolman 
Semester  program. 

Sierra  Friends  Center  is  located  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  on  230  wooded 
acres  with  meandering  creeks  and  trails.  The 
staff  lives  on-site  in  a community  that  holds 
dearly  the  Quaker  values  of  peace  and 
sustainability,  which  are  apparent  in  our  stud- 
ies of  nonviolence  and  our  organic  orchard 
and  garden.  A variety  of  educational  pro- 
grams takes  place  at  the  Center,  both  short 
and  long  term. 

The  Woolman  Semester  is  a single  se- 
mester program  for  juniors  and  seniors  in  high 
school.  It  provides  students  with  a strong 
foundation  from  which  to  build  a lifetime  of 
service  in  the  areas  of  peace,  justice  and 
sustainability.  Students  will  take  four  rigor- 
ous political  and  social  issues.  Investiga- 
tion and  research  of  one  issue  of  personal 
concern  will  culminate  in  the  written  formu- 
lation of  an  action  project  and  an  oral  pre- 
sentation. 

Nonviolence  is  the  theme  of  two  com- 
plimentary courses.  The  first,  an  English- 
literature-based  Peace  Studies  course  will 
incorporate  critical  thinking  as  students  re- 
spond to  the  readings  with  expository  and 
creative  writing.  The  second,  Humanities 
and  Ethics,  will  take  the  foundation  of  Peace 
Studies  to  the  real  world  with  the  examina- 
tion of  ethical  issues.  Students  will  take  part 
in  a practice  group  based  on  the  text,  Non- 
violent Communication,  to  leam  interper- 
sonal skills  for  making  decisions  of  con- 
science. These  skills  will  be  put  to  use,  not 
only  in  the  student’s  community  living  ex- 
perience, but  also  in  a two-week  service 
project  at  one  of  several  national  and  inter- 
national locations. 

Our  site,  along  with  the  neighboring 
Yuba  River  watershed,  will  provide  the  set- 


ting for  fieldwork  as  students  apply  class- 
room research  on  environmental  issues  stem- 
ming from  human  activities  to  the  real  world 
in  the  Environmental  Science  course. 
This  opportunity  for  analysis,  examination 
and  real  world  application  will  be  the  hall- 
mark of  the  extraordinary  experience  of  the 
Woolman  Semester.  Students  will  have  a 
learning  and  service  work  camp-type  expe- 
rience that  will  stand  out  on  college  appli- 
cations as  an  exceptional  addition  to  their 
academic  record. 

Please  contact  Kathy  Runyan,  Direc- 
tor of  Admissions  at  Kathyr@woolman.org 
or  call  530-273-3183.  Please  also  visit  our 
website  at  www.woolman.org 


Notice 


The  Southern  California  Friends  Confer- 
ence on  Religion  and  Psychology  an- 
nounces the  Sixth  Annual  Silent  Retreat 
TO  BE  HELD  ON  AUGUST  29,  39,  AND  31ST,  2003 
at  the  Prince  of  Peace  Abbey  in  Oceanside,  CA. 
We  will  gather  on  Friday,  Aug.  29,  in  the  late  after- 
noon to  begin  exploration  of  our  theme:  “Culti- 
vating the  Seed  in  the  Garden  of  Silence.”  The 
conference  concludes  on  Sunday  following  the 
noon  meal.  Meetings  and  worship  groups  will  re- 
ceive a packet  of  flyers  with  information  about 
the  retreat.  If  you  have  immediate  questions,  you 
may  call  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  Judy  Harmer, 
Orange  County  Meeting,  at  714-799-0863  or 
judel  1 19@aol.com 


Classifieds 


Quaker  Organizations 
and  Publications 

“While  affirming  God’s  witness  in  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  we  also  acknowl- 
edge that  the  Light,  the  Principle,  the  Spirit  of 
Love  has  been  made  manifest  in  the  teachings  of 
other  religions  and  that  there  is  still  much  more 
Light  and  Love  to  be  revealed  in  the  world.”  For 
subscriptions  and  information,  write:  Quaker 
Untversalist  Fellowship,  206  Shady  Ln,  Lex- 
ington, KY  40503  or  E-mail:  QUF@ot.com. 

Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample  avail- 
able upon  request.  Join  our  family  of  Friends  for 
one  year  (10  issues)  at  S24.  For  information  con- 
tact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.flim.org 
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Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life 
Today”  for  nearly  50  years, 
succeeding  periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns  and  activi- 
ties through  this  monthly  magazine.  Re- 
quest three  free  issues  or  subscribe  now 
(send  $29)  to  get  16  issues  for  the  price  of 
12.  Contact:  Friends  Journal , Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  za,  Philadelphia,  PA19107. 
<Info@fTiendsjournal.org>. 


Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and  out- 
of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Contact  us 
for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 
Hopkinton,  MA  0 1 748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 
E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read  Types 
& Shadows , the  exciting  newsletter  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s 
goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  vi- 
sual, musical,  and  performing  arts  within  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of 
Quaker  expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  out- 
reach. To  these  ends,  we  will  offer  spiritual, 
practical,  and  financial  support  as  way  opens. 
Help  build  an  international  network  of  creative 
support  and  celebration.  Membership  $22/year. 
FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102.  E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:/ 

/www.quaker.org/fqa/index.html. 

Schools.  Retreat  Centers,  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal  re- 
treats, family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  83 1 -336- 

8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

**** 

Friends  House  is  a multilevel  retirement 
community  offering  independent  living  apart- 
ments and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living  facil- 
ity, skilled  nursing,  and  an  adult  day  services 
program  serving  residents  and  the  wider  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  community.  Located  in  Santa  Rosa, 
Friends  House  is  easily  accessible  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  and 
the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties. 
Friends  House  is  owned  and  operated  by 
Friends  Association  of  Services  for  the  Elderly 
(FASE),  a California  not-for-profit  corporation. 
The  facility  and  Board  of  Directors  are  strongly 
influenced  by  Quaker  traditions.  The  welfare 
and  growth  of  persons  within  an  environment 
which  stresses  independence  is  highly  valued. 
Tour  Friends  House  at  our  website  at 
www.friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409.  707- 
538-0152. 
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William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends 
School,  located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A small 
Friends  school  for  children,  grades  K-6,  rooted 
in  Quaker  values.  Children  are  provided  with  a 
quality  academic  and  a developmentally  appro- 
priate education.  The  school  environment  is  car- 
ing and  nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  non- 
violent resolution.  For  information,  contact 
Judy  Smith,  jatesmith@earthlink.net  or  503- 
245-8164. 

**  ** 

Wellsprings  Friends  School:  alternative, 
accredited  high  school  grades  9-12.  Rooted  in 
the  Quaker  Spirit  of  simplicity,  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every  per- 
son. Open  enrollment.  Climate  of  affirmation. 
3590  W.  1 8th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR.  97402  (54 1 ) 
- 686  - 1223.  Fax  (541)  - 687  - 1493  Dennis 
Hoemer,  Head 

***** 

Accommodations:  William  Penn  House; 
Washington,  DC.  Quaker  Seminars,  youth  pro- 
grams, bed  and  breakfast.  5 blocks  from  the 
Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  Smithsonian 
Museums.  Shared  accommodations  for  individu- 
als and  groups.  Gays,  Lesbians  and  people  of 
color  are  welcome.  515  East  Capitol  St.  SE, 
Washington,  DC  20003,  202-543-5560,  FAX 
(202)  543-3814,  director@wmpennhouse.org, 
www.Quaker.org/penn-house.  Positions 
OPEN:Intems:  9-12  month  commitment.  Assist 
with  hospitality  and  seminar  planning  at  Will- 
iam Penn  House.  Room  & board  with  small 
stipend.  Applications  from  gays,  lesbians  and 
people  of  color  are  welcome.  5 blocks  from  the 
Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  the 

Smithsonian  Museums,  See  contact  info  above. 

* * * * 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  con- 
sider the  simple  and  economical  travellers’ 
rooms  at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle  (WA).  Res- 
ervations required:  206-632-9839  or  E-mail: 
quakerhouse.sea@juno.com. 

Services 


Concerned (Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism,  gender 
equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide/Canada.  All  ages.  Straight/Gay.  Since 
1984. 

free  sample:  @ Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 
((413)445-6309 

or  http://www.concernedsingles.com 


Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since  1 970. 
Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL,  Box  74, 
Swarthmore,  PA  19039.  SBL@compuserve.com. 
800-773-3437. 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres  for 
a day  at  A horse  farm.  All  ages  welcome.  Camps 
are  set  up  to  encourage  confidence  in  people  who 


are  fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more  experi- 
enced horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world  from 
the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone:  360-825- 

3628.  E-mail:  friendlyhorseacres@excite.com. 
* * **  * 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  living 
and  work  space  ORGANIZED!  Friendly,  pro- 
fessional organizer  Marian  Rhys  can  help  you 
clean  up  your  physical  or  electronic  clutter  and 
set  up  systems  for  keeping  things  orderly.  Con- 
fidential and  non-judgmental.  707-538-6054. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour, 
July  2003  and  January  2004.  Visit  the 
Quaker  community  of  Monteverde.  See  the 
cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sarah 
Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/FAX:  Oil  506-645-5436  or  520- 
364-8694  or  E-mail:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
website:  www.crstudytours.com. 

Study  Tqur-Bolivia-Peru.  Get  to  know 
some  of  Bolivia’s  40,000  Quakers,  Aymara  In- 
dians, most  of  whom  live  in  extreme  poverty 
on  the  Bolivian  altiplano.  Visit  life-changing 
small  development  projects  funded  by  Quaker 
Bolivia  Link.  Then  see  Lake  Titicaca,  Cusco 
and  Machu  Picchu,  with  optional  Inca  Trail 
hike.  Tentative  dates  April  11 -May  3,  2004. 
Approx.  Cost  $2500.  Contact  Barbara  Flynn 
707  823-6034,  bflyn@mindspring.com 
**** 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Commu- 
nity FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SECOND,  HOME. 
360  degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft  elevation, 
often  near  perfect  weather  among  good  friends. 
Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San 
Luis  Obispo  Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607. 

Website:  arizonafriends.com. 

**  ** 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request 
ASSISTANCE  FROM  DAVID  BROWN,  A QUAKER 
Realtor.  David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate 
professional  to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or 
selling  a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 

Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

***** 

Quaker  Writers  and  Would-be  Writers, 
Editors,  Publishers,  and  Website  Design- 
ers are  invited  to  join  Quakers  Uniting  in 
Publishing  (QUIP)  an  international  organi- 
zation of  theologically  diverse  Friends  con- 
cerned with  the  ministry  of  the  written  word 
who  meet  for  consultation  and  mutual  en- 
couragement. It  provides  (in  a cooperative 
manner)  marketing  services,  funds  special 
projects,  and  organizes  gatherings.  Contact 
Graham  Gamer:  grahamg@fgcquaker.org. 
Website:  http://www.quaker.org/quip. 
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New  This  Summer! 


Robert 
Griswold  s 
reflections 
explore  in 
depth  the 
spiritual 
basis  for 
Friends 
peacemak- 
ing efforts 
during  this 
time  of 
“perpetual 
Ideal  for  study 


After 

September  1 1, 
2001, 
Anthony 
Manousos 
fasted  during 
Ramadan  to 
become  better 
acquainted 
with  the 
Muslim 
community 
and  the  practice  of  Islam.  This 
pamphlet  exlores  the  spirituality  of 
fasting,  examines  the  Islamic  faith  in 
relation  to  Friends  testimonies  and 
provides  a brief  overview  of  Quaker 
involvement  in  the  Middle  East. 


war  for  perpetual  peace.” 
groups. 


Ml 

ISLAM 


Quaker 

Peace  Testimony 
in  limes  of 
Terrorism 

by  Robert  Grtswo'd 


Contribute  to  Friends  Bulletin 
and  receive  a pamphlet 
as  a gift. 


Yes,  I would  like  to  support  Friends  Bulletin  with  a contribution  and  receive  either 

“Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective”  or “The  Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in 

Times  of  Terrorism”  (choose  one)  as  a gift.  Enclosed  please  find  a check  for: 

$25  $35  $45  $85  $100  $250 

Other 

This  contribution  is  for  special  publications  general  fund 

endowment*  wherever  it  is  most  needed. 

Order  Form 

$20  for  A Western  Quaker  Reader.  (Incl.  postage  and  handling) 

$4  for  The  Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in  Times  of  Terrorism  by  Robert  Griswold.  5 

or  more:  $3.  (Incl.  postage.) 

$4  for  Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective  by  Anthony  Manousos.  5 or  more:  $3. 

(Incl.  postage) 

$6  for  both  pamphlets.  (Incl.  postage.) 

$2  each  for  “Pray  for  Peace”  bumper  stickers.  (Incl.  postage) 


Your  name 


Writings 


Quakers 
i«  tilt* 
Western 


Western 
Quaker  ^ * 
Reader 


by  and  about 


Independent 


United  Suites. 


A Western  Quaker 
Reader  is  the  first 
historical  work 
about  Western 
Quakerism  written 
from  the  viewpoint 
of  Independent 
Friends.  It  provides 
vivid,  first-person 
testimonies  by 
Friends  involved  in 


Street 

City State Zip. 

E-mail Meeting 


Friends  Bulletin 

Endowment  Fund/Planned  Giving 

The  Board  of  Friends  Bulletin  has  established  an  endowment  as  well  as  a 
fund  to  support  special  publications  (like  the  Western  Quaker  Reader  or  our 
pamphlet  series).  If  you  would  like  to  support  special  projects  or  our  ongoing 
work,  please  consider  remembering  Friends  Bulletin  in  your  will  or  trust. 
While  gifts  of  all  sizes  are  needed  and  always  appreciated,  building  an  endow- 
ment for  Friends  Bulletin  is  the  best  way  to  assure  the  magazine’s  continued 
ability  to  be  a voice  for  and  among  independent  Western  Friends.  For  planned 
giving  information,  please  contact  Lanny  Jay,  Treasurer  of  our  Board.  Phone: 
707-869-0759;  Fax:  707-869-3034;  or  E-mail:  landbird@  earthlink.net. 
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Invest  in  the 

Future  of 
Friends 

Bulletin 


Friends  Bulletin  is  embarking  on  a new 

special  publishing  venture:  a collection  of  writ- 
ings about  how  Friends  are  responding  to  the  war 
on  terrorism  and  working  for  peace.  Your  help  is 
needed. 

This  book  will  explore  the  Quaker  peace  testimony  from  a spiritual  as 
well  as  practical  perspective  and  deal  with  the  hard  issues  and  questions  that 
must  be  faced  if  our  peacemaking  efforts  are  to  be  taken  seriously.  We  will 
publish  the  best  writings  on  this  topic  by  Friends  not  only  in  the  West  but  also 
throughout  the  entire  USA.  This  book  will  circulate  to  libraries  and  trade 
bookstores  so  that  the  current  Quaker  perspective  will  be  widely  available. 

Your  financial  support  can  help  make  this  project  happen.  In  supporting 
our  work,  you  will  not  only  promote  peace,  you  will  also  be  investing  in  the 
future  of  Friends  Bulletin. 


and  Promote 
Peace: 

Support  Our 
Special 

Publications 

Fund 


Despite  difficult  economic  times,  we  at  Friends  Bulletin  haven’t  given 
up  our  vision  of  “building  the  Western  Friends  community”  and  nurturing 
Quaker  values  like  peace. 

In  fact,  as  the  media  becomes  increasingly  pro-war,  we  feel  more  eager 
than  ever  to  present  an  alternative  perspective. 

When  our  Board  wrestled  with  the  question  of  whether  we  could  afford 
to  publish  “Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective,”  one  of  our  Board  members 
said,  “Hey,  this  pamphlet  is  a good  idea,  and  we  shouldn’t  worry  about  the 
money.  I want  to  contribute  $300.” 

Inspired  by  this  generosity,  the  Board  decided  to  take  a chance  and  follow 
what  was  clearly  a leading  of  the  Spirit.  And  this  decision  has  already  paid  off 
in  many  ways. 


“Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective”  has  been 
republished  by  two  Quaker  organizations,  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship  and  Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship,  and 
circulated  3,500  copies.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this 
pamphlet  have  helped  both  the  magazine  and  our  special 
publications  fund  tremendously. 

Five  years  ago,  donors  help  fund  Western  Quaker 
Reader.  This  book  has  sold  over  1 ,000  copies  and  earned 
Friends  Bulletin  over  $15,000. 

That’s  why  we  believe  that  investing  in  our  special 
publication  projects  is  an  investment  in  the  future  of 
Friends  Bulletin , and  in  our  future  as  the  Western 
Friends  community. 

Without  these  special  projects,  it  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  for  Friends  Bulletin  to  produce  a high 
quality  magazine  at  an  affordable  price. 


Board  of  Friends  Bulletin:  Robert 
Griswold,  Clerk;  Lanny  Jay,  Treasurer; 
Lisa  Down,  Recording  Clerk;  Jeannie 
Graves;  Phyllis  Hoge;  Jo  Ann  Taylor; 
Norman  Pasche. 


Without  Friends  Bulletin  and  our  special  publica- 
tions, Western  Friends  would  not  be  able  to  share  our  message  with  each 
other  and  the  world. 

That’s  why  your  support  is  much  needed,  and  much  appreciated. 
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The  Resident  Study  Program 

Our  Resident  Study  Program  remains  a unique 
experiment  in  adult  education — a place  to  gain 
knowledge  and  insight  while  deepening  your  awareness 
of  God  and  of  your  own  path  in  the  world. 

All  the  components  of  this  innovative 
program — engaging  classes,  daily  worship,  communal 
work,  shared  meals,  social  action,  community  activities— 
interconnect  to  form  an  experience  that  is  greater  than 
the  sum  of  its  parts. 

Residents  may  pursue  a variety  of  projects  during  their 
time  at  Pendle  Hill.  Our  proximity  to  Philadelphia  as 
well  as  our  close  relationship  with  Swarthmore  College 
provide  a diversity  of  resources  for  residents.  Endowed 
scholarships  may  be  available  for  some  special  topics. 


Sabbaticals  at  Pendle  Hill 

One  of  the  needs  of  life  is  occasional  "time  off"  for  refreshment  and  renewal.  Too  often  during  sabbatical  times,  precious  days 
of  retreat  get  swallowed  in  work.  For  years,  professors  and  religious  leaders  from  diverse  backgrounds  and  faith  traditions  have 
found  Pendle  Hill  to  be  an  oasis  of  quiet  for  reflection  and  contemplation.  Why  not  return  to  your  calling  after  a different  kind  of 
sabbatical,  one  that  also  refreshes  the  spirit? 


"My  residence  at  Pendle  Hill  has 
added  greatly  to  my  formation  as  a 
Quaker.  My  grounding  in  contem- 
plation and  activism  has  been 
strengthened  and  renewed  - that 
which  I gained,  I will  not  lose.  Staff 
and  students  were  valuable  "helps 
meet,"  accompanying  me  during 
my  dark  night  journey  and  during 
forays  in  exploring  theology,  art, 
music  and  writing. " 

Laura  Melly,  Resident  Program  student,  2002-2003 
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Contact  Bobbi  Kelly  to  find  out  more: 

800.742.3150  (U.S.  only)  ext.  137 
610.566.4507  ext.  137 
admi5sions@pendlehill.org 


2003-2004  Term  Dates 

Autumn:  September  26-December  13 
Winter:  January  2-March  13 
Spring:  March  26-June  5 


Pendle  Hill 

A Quaker  Center  for  Study  and  Contemplation 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  • Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendlehill.org 
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